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Last exit from 


AS 1983 drew to its close, National Front leader Martin Webster 
cleared his desk at the party’s Croydon headquarters and left — 
sacked from his full-time post as the Front’s National Activities 
Organiser, in a coup engineered by a pro-terrorist faction in the 
Front’s leadership. 








This possible death blow to ‘the fat 
man’s’ political career was delivered during 
a meeting of the NF Directorate in mid- 
December. With his ally and close friend 
Michael Salt, Webster was relieved of his 
job and dropped from the ruling Executive 
Council. He remains a member of the 
National Directorate — for the moment. 

He fell victim to a carefully executed 
coup, which began with a_ lengthy 
resignation statement from Joe Pearce and 
Nick Griffin, circulated to the leadership a 
month earlier. They complained bitterly 
about Webster’s role in the party and 
appealed to other members to oust him. 
They had to resign, they said, to prevent 
Webster turning the crisis into a witch hunt 
against them, but they looked forward :to 
rejoining. 

The gamble appears to have paid off. 
The Directorate, anxious to avoid a deep 
split which may have been triggered by 
their permanent departure, dumped 
Webster. Pearce and Griffin have both 
been reinstated: Pearce, laughably, as 
Education and Training Officer, Griffin as 
Publicity Officer. 

The following day, NF deputy chairman 





Martin Webster. 





lan Anderson ‘phoned around Fleet St, 
crowing with delight that ‘‘We’ve got rid of 
him at last’’. 

An administrative reshuffle followed with 
a number of promotions from the ranks: 
Andrew Brons remains as_ chairman, 
responsible for policy; lan Anderson will 
take care of administration; Martin 
Wingfield from Brighton will edit National 


Front News; and Paul Johnson from Kent 
will be responsible for fund raising. 

Pearce and Griffin have both been 
leading figures in the relative rejuvenation 
of the NF since the dismal days of late 1979. 
Pearce, the working class race martyr 
goaled when Bulldog which he was editing 
was prosecuted under the Race Relations 
Act, and Griffin, till recently editor of 
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NF sacks Martin Webster — 


- pro-terrorist group takes over 


another Front mouthpiece Nationalism 
Today, have contributed much to the 
radical rhetoric in which the Front have 
lately decked out their nazism. The lurch 
towards Strasserism, which Searchlight 
has chronicled (see What their papers say) 
has been in large part due to them. 

Their commitment to this left-sounding 
brand of nazism, which sees capitalism and 
communism as ‘equally despicable’ is made 
clear in their resignation statement: ‘‘In 
spite of the party’s ideological advances, in 
spite of its wide range of excellent 
publications, and the many talented people 
it contains, the National Front is a 
desperately sick organisation. Morale is at 
an all time law”. 

The problem, according to these 
dissidents, was the consequence of the 
party sticking to outmoded and irrelevant 
tactics and strategies — and of the 
overweening power of Martin Webster. 
They want the Front transformed into a 
more dynamic ‘revolutionary nationalist’ 
party with ‘‘new and diversified modes of 
propaganda” and a new commitment to 
“the cultural aspects of our struggle’. 

What they mean is that the influence 
of various Italian terrorists with whom 
they have lately been rubbing 
shoulders is beginning to rub off on the 
younger element in the Front. Griffin, it 
will be remembered, was mixed up in 
Heritage Tours with the wanted Roberto 
Fiore. In the most recent issue of the 
Front’s New Nation, an article by one of 
the London-based Italian NAR 
fugitives, described as “our Rome 
correspondent”, sits side by side with 
an article by Griffin. The Italian 
describes how a_e supposedly 
impeccably behaved group of Italian 
right-wingers (in fact NAR terrorists) 
has been hounded to gaol and exile by 
the state. Griffin warns against it 
happening in Britain. 

Contact with the Italians is openly 
admitted in the Pearce/Griffin 
resignation document. “We would do 
well to heed their warnings and learn 
from their experiences” it says. 

One of the points of conflict between 
Webster and Pearce/Griffin, is the latter 
pair’s attendance at a number of seminars 
organised by other smaller groups, which 
are in open ideological agreement with the 
Italian Third Position group to which most 
of the wanted Italians in Britain previously 
belonged. 


Webster's stranglehold 
Webster, however, has no strong personal 





objection to their flirtation with terrorists. In 
a recent issue of Nationalism Today he 
argued himself that very soon the NF might 
find that terrorism was the only road left 
open to it. For this public indiscretion he is 
taken to task by Pearce and Griffin. But 
according to them, the real fight is over the 
simple fact that Webster will not brook any 
party activity which he does not control 
himself. ‘Everyone knows,” they say, ‘‘that 
he is so insecure that he needs to keep a 
finger in every pie, is incapable of 
delegation, and refuses to trust anybody to 
work independently of him for the good of 
the party, because he sees it as a potential 
threat to his own position . . . The National 
Front is now in need of major changes. . . 
unfortunately this will not be possible while 
Martin Webster continues with his present 
attitude and stranglehold on key party 
offices”. 


‘Important meeting’ 


But it is not just Fronter’s who have 
been involved in axeing Webster. As 
well as the leading NFers on the 
document’s circulation list, Pearce and 
Griffin distributed it to members of 
other parties — including the National 
Action Party which is proscribed by the 
Front. Some of these were invited to a 
‘very important meeting’ in London on 
November 18, at which plans for the 
future were discussed. A party the 
following night at the Spotted Dog pub 
in east London was the scene of further 
discussions, and was also attended by 
invited members of other far-right 
groups. 

The ideological rift opening up on the far- 
right has been very much a characteristic of 
developments over the last 12 months. Two 
of the smaller products of the 1979 splits, 
the British Democratic Party and the NF 
Constitutional Movement, have to all 
intents and purposes given up the fight for 
dominence on the far right. With the 
demise of British Movement last 
September, the field has been left to the NF 
and John Tyndall's British National Party to 
fight it out. 

Until now the Front have made all the 
running. Their public activities have been 
modest compared with their peak of six or 
seven years ago, but they have been 
building slowly and have been outstripping 
Tyndall. To compare: Tyndall can now only 
count in dozens the number of activists he 
can produce for a march or rally. The Front 
on the other hand, has been able to count 
on hundreds, but, for instance, the 400 or 
so who turned out for their traditional 























Joe Pearce. 


November Remembrance Parade this year 
compared very poorly with the 4-5,000 they 
could expect in the past. 

Ideologically, the Front’s hell-for-leather 
race to embrace Strasserism has been 
matched only by Tyndall’s resolute 
determination not to compromise one inch 
in the face of abject failure. His journal 
Spearhead has become a dull and turgid 
vehicle for his own vanity, and _ his 
obsessional public preoccupation with 
Martin Webster's sex life is itself beginning 
to raise questions amongst his own 
supporters. 

On the margins are Tony Malski’s 
National Socialist Action Party and Eddie 
Morrison’s National Action Party. Malski 
sees himself as the Field Marshal of a nazi 
paramilitary army and has spent the last 
year trying to estabish the material 
foundations for his group. Printing 
equipment, typewriters and the like have 
been ‘acquired’ and he now publishes his 
own glossy but only semi-literate magazine 
The European, with a little help from friends 
in the League of St George. 

Morrison’s 150-odd strong band of 
itinerant hooligans also see themselves as 
the vanguard of a major nazi movement. 
There are grounds for suspecting, 
however, that they may become involved in 
any new project launched by Pearce and 
Griffin, not least of all because of the 
admiration which they share with Pearce 
and Griffin for the ‘cultural nationalism’ of 
the Third Position tendency, and also 
because the NAP’s Youth Action leader 
Adrian Wiltshire has been in cahoots with 
Pearce and Griffin against Webster all 
along, and was sent a copy of their 
resignation statement ‘for approval’. 







1985... The birth of induced repatriation..? 
The Tory Right: wishing them out | 


There was good news and bad 
news for the Tory Racist Rightin 
1983. The good news was that 
the Conservatives were re- 


elected with their largest 
majority since before the war. 
The bad news was that the 


strikingly vague Tory manifesto — 
contained no blood-curdling 
commitments to ‘voluntary 


_repatriation’ or repeal of the race 
relations laws, and 


Racist Right itself continued to. 
xposed and humiliated from 
the 


without and within 
Sonservative Party. 
‘The first set-back was sie ‘climb- 


down’ of the 
parliamentary caucus over the 


written immigration rules, which — 
provoked some scorn among the — 
Fascist groups, and the second was _ 


the loss by the Right of the 
Federation of Conservative 
Students, which had been a virtual 
Right fiefdom since Peter Young’s 
takeover in 1981. Following a top- 
level investigation of alleged 
financial malpractice and electoral 
fixing, however (and considerable 


exposure of the more colourful — 
opinions of the FCS far-right) more 


_ moderate elements took over FCS in 
the spring. And as if to confirm the 
decline of the far-right in Young 
Conservatives politics, the Greater 
Londen YCs withdrew an invitation 
to the notorious Harvey Proctor MP 
to speak to their Worthing 
conference on 16 April. | 
Proctor himself has been in the 
news all year. Since the death of Sir 
Ronald Bell, the eccentric MP for 
Basildon (redrawn as Billericay) has 
become the most prominent of the 


Racist Right Tory MPs, and was © 


ticked off. publicly during the 


election campaign by his Leader. 


Proctor had been praised by the 
National Front’s vile youth-sheet 
Bulldog, and Proctor told a Southend 


_ journalist ‘| am not embarrassed that — 


Bulldog has backed me’. In a press 
conference answer, however, 
Margaret Thatcher was clearly 


embarrassed that Proctor had 


backed his backing. 


Although the most important 


event for the Racist Right during the 
election was the exposure of former 
National Front activist 
Finnegan (Finnegan 
Conservative candidate in Stockton 
South, 


that the | 


right-wing | 


Tom — 
was 


and himself blames — 
_Semciigins wory tor Wis “surptias 


Harvey eee — repatriation. 


defeat at the hands of the SPD), the 
magazine exposed a number of 
other Tory candidates with extreme- 
right links, including Warren 
Hawksley (Wrekin), who has been 
involved with Tory Action, a group 
which has propagated repatriation 
and anti-semitism; Edward Leigh 
(Gainsborough and Horncastle) who 
has written for the extreme-right 
Liverpool Newsletter; and Gerald 
Howarth (Cannock), son of NF 
founder-member Mary Howarth, 
and a veteran of far-right Tory 
Groups, including the Society for 
Individual Freedom, which 





published (during his employment 


there) an anti-semitic booklet 
written by notorious ex-Monday 
Clubber George Kennedy Young. 


During the run-up to the election, — 


Tory Chairman Cecil Parkinson had 
dismissed allegations of extreme- 
right infiltration into the Tory Party 
as ‘the tip of an ice-cube’. In 
October, we reported that the far- 
right Tory Swinton Circle had been 
allowed to hold a meeting addressed 
by South African anti-semite and 


conspiratorialist vor Benson at Tory 


Central Office, so Parkinson should 
know. But the biggest blow to the 
‘ice-cube’ theory came with the 
leaking, at the beginning of the 
Conservative conference, of a high- 


level internal inquiry into infiltration | 
of the Young Conservatives, and 


indeed the party as a whole. 
Although the report was clearly 
news to the Conservative leadership 
(who quickly announced new 
vetting procedures for candidates), 
much of its contents were not new 


to Searchlight readers. The report | 
_ paid much attention to the activities 

of Tory-to-Fascist ‘bridging groups’ 
__ like Tory Action, the Swinton Circle 
the | 
But 
there was one major new revelation: 


and WISE, and, again. to 
ubiquitous Harvey Proctor. 


a letter from former National 
Socialist Movement, National Front 
and League of St George activist 
Richard Franklin, outlining a 


conscious fascist strategy of 


without upset. 


the 
Council for Peace and Freedom, 


groups). : 


infiltrating the Tory Party through 


groups like Tory Action, the Monday 
Club, WISE and the Salisbury Group 
(an organisation of right-wing 
academics with present or past 


connections with Peterhouse 


College, Cambridge). Franklin's 
plans were based on the assumption 
that ‘the nature of the Right of the 
Conservative Party is shifting .. 

from /aissez-faire liberalism to 


_ nationalism’. 


The furore over the report may 
have contributed to the crushing 
defeat suffered by the Racist Right 
in the debate on immigration. 
Forced by conference to accept 
Harvey Proctor’s far-right motion, 
the leadership were clearly most 
uncomfortable with the prospect of 
exposing to the nation the full extent 
of the new Tory Racism, and indeed 
Margaret Thatcher made sure she 
was absent for the debate. But in 
fact the leadership needn't have 
worried. Only six delegates sent 
down slips to speak for Proctor’s 
motion (57 wanted to speak 
against), and the right’s fate was 
sealed when an Asian speaker from 
Birmingham (a Tory candidate in 
June) was nearly howled down by 
lan Tuson of Widnes, who had 
entered the hall on someone else's 
credentials. Every one of Tuson’s 
appeals for ‘England for the English’ 
probably lost Proctor 50 votes, and 
the motion was. defeated 
overwhelmingly. (As a postscript, 
one of the three speakers called to 
speak for the motion, Birmingham 
Councillor Graham Ling. was booted 
out of his Urban Renewal 
Committee Chairmanship by the 
embarrassed leaders of the ruling 
Conservative Group). 

Finally. even the Peterhouse © 
Group of right-wing Tory academics 
have not got through the year 
In the summer, 
Salisbury Review editor Roger 
Scruton attempted to distance 


himself from the Aeview’s first 


edition article calling for compulsory 
repatriation. While in December, 
Scruton himself was revealed as 


having had a past political 


association with Della Aleksander, 
trans-sexual and stalwart of the Nazi 
League of St George. (Scruton has 
been more successful on other 
questions, however: he was one of 
initiators of the Academic 


which has joined the growing list 
of right-wing, anti-unilateralist 








1983... The birth of induced repatriation..? 





1983 may be looked back upon 
as the year when the nazi and 
racist right abandoned the ballot 
box for the fire-bomb and the 
knife. It will also be seen as the 
period when they moved away 
from anti-semitism on paper to 
direct action against the Jewish 
community bringing them into 
line as targets alongside Black 
people and Asians. The attacks 
on the Jewish community are 
now nearly on a par with the 


period in the mid-’60s when such © 


violence 
commonplace. 


In the last issue of the year 
Searchlight normally published a 
calendar of violence. In truth, this 
year we would not have enough 
pages to list every reported racial 
attack. So we have chosen to look 
at the main areas of serious violence 
~ murder, arson, serious physical 
attacks and attacks on religious 
institutions such as temples, 
churches and cemetaries. These 
latter incidents are more a means of 
putting on the psychological screws 
than beating up on the people you 
hate. Whilst the overall police 


was fairly 


detection rate in these areas of 


serious crime is appallingly low 
there have been rare exceptions 
where individual officers and judges 
have sought to mete out justice to 
these vicious political thugs. 
Certainly, more cases of this nature 
are coming before the courts. 

In Enfield, on March 20, Jack and 
Pearl Sedler, a Jewish couple 81 and 
79 years of age, were killed when 
their home was. fire-bombed. 
Despite overwhelming long-term 
evidence of racial attacks in the area 
the police treated it as arson by 
young hooligans. Nobedy has been 
arrested. The Sediers, liked and 
respected locally, had been leading 
members of the Jewish community 
in north London for many years. 
Even when dead they were not 
allowed to rest in peace — a series of 


desecrations of north London. 


Jewish cemetaries took place. In 
Sheffield, an attack on a Jewish 
cemetary which 


murdered Jewish family, is said by 
the police to be the work of vandals 
— despite the fact that the words 
‘six million not enough’ and other 
nazi slogans were daubed. 

In the same month as the Sediers’ 
murder an Asian family in Reading 


included the | 
desecration of graves of a recently 


The nazis: burning them out 


the sy out Enfield home of the 
murdered Sediers. : 


had a narrow escape after arsonists 
poured petrol through their letterbox 
and ignited it. Other arson attacks 
took place in Gravesend, 
Manchester, Batley, Southall and 
Bolton. By April another fire in 
Hayes had taken the lives of five 
children of a local hospital chaplain, 


Mr Obuseye Olumide. At the end of | 


the year three fires in East London, 
Kent and Essex had claimed a 
further 14 lives; these are still under 


Irving’s jahr 
Once again, a year has passed without 
the famous Britische Historiker, David 
Irving, announcing the emergence of his 
New Right grouping, to win the nation 
for his extraordinary views. Irving has 
had a busy year, however. Having 
authenticated the Hitler diaries, and 
then withdrawn his authentication, 
Irving announced that he thinks the 


diaries of Hitler’s mistress Eva Braun are | 


to be found in New Jersey. In 
September, the MHistoriker was_ in 
California to address the annual 
conference of the Institute for Historical 
Review, which claims that the nazis 
didn’t murder any Jews (at the 
conference, which was_ held near 
Disneyland, Irving announced that 
‘Jews had no greater friends in the Third 
Reich than Adolf Hitler.). And Irving has 
continued to make regular trips to 
Germany, to address meetings of the 
extreme-right Deutsche Volksunie, 
during his crowded year. 


- Southall 


with their car. 






Investigation. 
Fascist arsonists also attacked 
radical bookshops and premises 
occupied by those working against 
racism. In Liverpool the News from 


_ Nowhere bookshop was hit twice 


and a thousand pounds worth of 
damage was caused by a fire. Other 
bookshops in Hull and Newcastle 
were also on the attack list. 

In February the Croydon Black 
Peoples’ Action Group offices were 


_badly damaged after an explosion 


took place. The arsons continued 
against Asian shops and homes as 


far apart as Birmingham, Jarrow 


and Southall. The family of black 
activist Femi Adelaja had a narrow 
escape after a mysterious fire hit 
their home. In the same month of 
June an Asian shop in Tooting had a. 


fire-bomb hurled through its 


windows. Even in_ rural 
Buckinghamshire the racists set fire 
to a sub-post office the night after 
an Asian took over the shop. 
and Walsall were the 
scenes of more fire attacks. In 
August in Handsworth, 
Birmingham, a family survived a 


fire-bomb being thrown into their 


home. In October two fires wiped 
out an Asian clothing business in 
Leyton, east London. 

In London an NF supporter 
murdered a 63-year-old teacher and 
in Mile End in east London an Asian 
community worker, Syed Rahim, 
was blinded in one eye as a result of 
a battering he took from racist 
skinheads who kicked out his eye 
with steel-capped boots. A single | 
officer spent months tracking down | 
the attackers, who got four-year 
sentences. In Southall 15 racists 
assaulted and stabbed an Asian. 
Another Asian was slashed with a 









knife by a white gang in 






Birmingham, where, in another 
incident, three men were given 180 
hours community service after 
deliberately running down an Asian 
In Edgware and 
Manchester similar knife attacks on 
Jewish children by racist gangs took 












_ place months apart. Both children 






suffered wounds to the throat. In 
Tamworth Divinder Singh Bachu 
was slashed in the face by racists 
and in Salford a 13-year-old child — 
was seriously assaulted. Two Asian 









; teenagers were savagely beaten up 






in east London by a abevong gang 






_of racists. 






_ Sniping incidents have been 
reported from various parts of the 







country. An eight-year-old black 





child was almost blinded after bane 


shot in the head in Newham. 


| Manchester also suffered from such | 
incidents. On this occasion the — 
their 

property. As with the attacks on _ 


targets were Jews and 


_ Jewish cemetaries the racists have 


no respect for religious premises. 


Church halls and temples have been 


_ smashed up and invaded by gangs of © : 


racists who attack worshippers. One 
such incident occurred in Salford 


where people were injured and me 


building damaged. 

In Stratford, east London, a gang 
- 20-strong dragged an Asian from his 
car and beat him. Jubril Auko aged 
just six months had a narrow escape 
when bricks thrown through the 


"windows cf hor home et off : 
__ her cot. Sniper incidents has also 

_ been taking place on the north | 
‘London estate where she lives. 
Glen Bennett and Steve Morgan, 
“both leading British Movement 
- activists, were jailed for a cowardly 
attack on a middle-aged black man, 


struck in the head with an axe ina 
totally unprovoked incident in East 
_ Ham in London. Every day further 
incidents take place. 


Now that. 
Governments have gone as far as 


they can to keep black people out of © 
Britain the Right is shifting tack and © 
moving into a campaign to premote 


what is cheerfully kr 


racist” organisations and 
perpetrators of the vicious crimes _ 


would 


: successive : 


nindueed Repatriation’ “This hace . 
_may be viewed in the committee _ 
: — and on the floor of the House 


‘Commons in a somewhat 
legalistic way when used by right- _ 
wing racist Tory MPs, but to the 
the 


outlined above it is a green light to 
put the screws on all people they 
like to drive from this 
country, ranging from Asians and 
Blacks, to Jews and the Irish. They 


are motivated not just by racial 
_ hatred, but by a belief that they can 
terrorise minorities into leaving this 
country. 1984 may well be the year 
_ the far-right try to ‘induce’ ae 


scale repatriation. 


The law: shipping them out 


This year has seen the beginning | 


of a government campaign 


against foreign husbands. The 
officially 


campaign was 
launched at the end of 1982 with 


the publication of the new draft | 
introduced — 
Home Secretary 
William Whitelaw. Their 
included a clause | 
whereby husbands would be 
deported if their marriage broke 
down within two years, and — 
another shifting the burden of | 
proof that the marriage was — 
genuine on to the couple 
_ (formerly the Home Office had — 


immigration rules, 
by former. 


provisions 


to prove that the marriage was 


one of convenience). Whitelaw 
justified the measures by blatant 
‘they're taking _ 


_ NF-style talk — 
our jobs’ — and although the 
draft was defeated, 


human rights liberals, the tone 


for the year was set by Timothy | 
Raison who, in the post-defeat | 


debate, said that the arranged 
marriage system was open to 


abuse by those seeking entry 


into the UK. 


_ Home Office statistics teal little of this < 
initiative. The latest figures, for the nine _ 
months to September 1983, show that _ 
application for admission from 


husbands or fiancés of British women 


_ have shot up from under 850 (for the _ 
first nine months of 1982) to 2,600 inthe _ 
first nine months of this year. 780 have 
been successful, but we aren't told how 

_ many of the rest are still waiting, and _ 

how many have been rejected. The — 
experience of the black communities in 
the past year suggests that a large _ 

number are being rejected, and thatthe _ 

_tules are being used to undermine the | 

arranged marriage system. British — 


by an 
alliance of racist tories and | 


would leave, 
alreadyherel : 
The Home Office is ako extending the 
_ campaign to men who settled here years _ 
ago on the basis of a marriage. In several _ 
cases men have been removed or | 
deported after a breakdown of a 
and killers on the streets, then the 


citizen wives (mainly women from the — 


Indian subcontinent who have lived here 
for many years) are being asked to 


produce proof that their marriages are 
genuine — something which is almost 
impossible to do in a system in which 

_ parties to a marriage often don’t meet, — 
and certainly don’t live together, before _ 
a marriage — and if the Home Secretary 
is not indian the = is es 


entry. 
‘Genuine visnars’ 


Another statistic not mentioned = the : 
_ Home Office is the numbers of visitors — 
‘turned away or detained at the airport, _ 
en the grounds that they are not — 
genuine visitors. But the number of © 
black people turned away, or detained, © 
under this provision has increased 
_ alarmingly this year — 
_an MP is keen to take the issue to the — 
European Court of Human Rights. In 
_ one case, a young Asian man who came 
to visit relatives in Southall was refused _ 
entry because he could not name 


so much so that 


correctly a number of London 


_ landmarks. 


The dishonesty of the home. Office i is 


seen clearly in the case of awoman who _ 
has been trying unsuccessfully for 10 
years to join her husband in this 
country. Each time she has been 
refused, on the ground that heis nother _ 
husband. This year she tried to come in _ 


as a visitor, to see other relatives. She 


was refused entry. The reason? The 
Home Office did not believe that she — 
as her husband was 


marriage. And the Home Office has 


begun to use a short-cut procedure to _ 
deport men suspected of contracting _ 
marriages of convenience. The special 
procedure for deporting spies and 


avoid on 
Meanwhile they refuse to give them any _ 


"terrorists — on the ground that their 
_ presence in the UK is not ‘conducive to _ 
_ the public good’ — 


has been turned on 
suspect husbands, depriving them of 


_ one of their rights of appeal. The use of - 
_ the special procedure has received the 
blessing of the judiciary in the case of Mr 


Cheema, who was deported on these 
grounds after a finding that his marriage 


- was not genuine. This was in spite of 

the fact that his wife had had his child. 

a _ Many Tamils from Sri Lanka have been 

refused entry as visitors, but have been 

_ granted ‘temporary admission’, a status 

which involves reporting to the airport 
every few days and not. knowing, each 


time, whether they are going to be put 


on the plane back to Sri Lanka or be | 
allowed a few more days stay. The | 


government seems to be waiting for the 


situation in Sri Lanka to quieten down | 


before sending them all back, so as to 
international condemnation. | 


proper status, even that of a visitor, so 
that they are here literally on day-to-day 
sufferance, increasing their reciad as 
to their future. 


Stateless children — / 
The other major event of 1983 was a 


coming into force of the British 


Nationality Act 1983, with one result 
that, for the first time in British history, — 
there have been children born here who _ 
are stateless — with no right to live in or 
have the passport of y eed in the 


world. 
“These developments | in Tory policy i in 


1983 gave the lie to the cries of ‘shame’ 
directed at the racist heckler who_ 

interrupted the Tory conference in 
October. If institutional racism starts in _ 
_ immigration and nationality policy, and _ 


gives the green light to racist agitators _ 


Conservative government must accept a : 
major share of responsibility for the pall 


__ of fear which now hangs over Britain’ > 
- black and Asian communities. — 





European Parliament row 
over WACL conference 


A ROW is looming in the European 
Parliament as Socialist Euro-MPs 
demand to know how the 
European Parliament building 
came to be used by the World Anti- 
Communism League for its 16th 
Annual Congress last September. 
euiPeay Scottish MEP Janie 


_ Whatis WACL? | 


WACL was established in 1967 at ‘the 
direct instigation of the government of 
Taiwan, with material support from 
Saudi Arabia and South Korea. 
It brought together several eastern 
European emigre groups organised in 
the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations, 
with the Asian Peoples Anti- 
Communism League. APACL had been 
an earlier Taiwanese initiative to 
establish an arm of foreign policy at a 
time when most countries recognised 
only mainland China. : 
Always controlled by the Kuomintang 
of nationalist China, WACL enrolled as_ 
South American and European chapters 
numerous nazi, anti-semitic and often 
terrorist groups. At the same time they 
managed to gain a certain stamp of 
approval from their association with | 
right-wing governments throughout (he 
world, and by drawing in well-known 
right-wing figures from, in particular, 
mainstream politica: me in the ee, 
But. its” fundamental extremism has 
been revealed manytimes: —_ 
e@In 1971, WACL’s British 
former Tory MP 
Geoffrey Stewart Smith, unsuccessfully 
pleaded with the leadership for 4 
| ‘ruthless kicking out of neo-nazis, 
fascists and anti-semites’. ‘He left aa 
they refused. 
@in the same year -WACL’s 
American: chapter split away, revealing 
t ‘ACL was dominated in South 
America by a Mexican. right-wing terror. 
group, the TECOS, strongly — to 
Pumopean neo-nazis. 
_ @European fascist and nazi groues 
have been directly involved in WACL. 
These include the World Union of 
National Socialists, the Italian MSI, and 
the Spanish CEDADE. Their 
‘involvement was exposed in a document 
eid tate WOCl 8 1979. 
| @At WACL congresses, anti-Jewish | 
| tracts such as Jewish Conspiracy (which 
includes the text Pie the classic _ 


representative, 








Buchan has raised the matter in the 
Socialist Group of Euro-MPs, 
which only recently organised its 
own two-day international 
conference to discuss the threats 
posed by the extreme right. 

WACL’s Congress was held in the 
Parliament building at Kirchberg in 
Luxembourg from September 20-22. 
Conference documents show that the full 
facilities of the building were made 
available. 

As disturbing as their use of the 
Parliament however, is the way WACL has 
managed to cloak itself in respectability by 
packing the event with respectable if rather 
right of centre speakers. Thus, for example, 
the Congress was addressed by Euro-MP 
Paul Vankerkhoven, and by Dr Jacquelyn 
Davis of the Institute for Foreign Policy 
Analysis in Cambridge, Massachusets. 

Also appearing were former Soviet 
dissident Vladimir Bukovsky, who after his 
arrival in Britain worked closely with the 
Freedom Association, and General Sir 
Walter Walker, former NATO 
Commander-in-Chief, who got into a spot 
of trouble in 1975 when he tried to launch 
his own private strike-breaking army called 
UNISON. 

The Congress was also addressed by 
Conservative MP Sir Patrick Wall — 
thought to be the first appearance by a 
British MP since Geoffrey Stewart Smith 
pulled out his British chapter in 1972, 
denouncing WACL as being riddled with 
nazis and anti-semites. The British chapter 
is now the British League of Rights, run 





General Sir Walter Walker. 


from Suffolk by Australian extremist Don 
Martin. Its publishing arm, Bloomfield 
Books, has been an outlet for anti-semitic 
literature. 

In 1982, Searchlight revealed that former 
American Secretary of State Alexander haig 
had sent a message of support to WACL’s 
1980 congress in Geneva. 


Preparatory Committee of the I6th WACL Conference 
" PEACE, FREEDOM AND SECURITY THROUGH UNITY ” 


Chairman: General (retd.) Robert CLOSE, Senator 
Secretary-General: Cdt. (R. Hon.) Georges-A. Rombouts 


LUXEMBURG, SEPTEMBER 20-23, 1983 


ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS _ 


At the WACL reception desk you will have received your security 


pass (name tag) together with your Conference folder. 


For obvious 


security reasons always wear your name tag otherwise you will not 
be allowed to enter intu the European Parliament Building nor the 





WACL conference documents: instructions to delegates (above) and (below) from list of 


delegates. 
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Webster loses 


his appeal 


MARTIN Webster was in court 
recently losing an appeal against an 
earlier conviction for holding a march 
without notifying the police. 

Webster had been fined £100 costs by 
Birmingham magistrates earlier this year 
following an NF anti-Sinn Fein march in 
Birmingham. Turning down his appeal, 
Judge James Ross ordered him to pay a 
further £500 costs. 

The charge arose from an NF attempt to 
hold a counter march against Sinn Fein who 
were commemorating the anniversary of 
Bloody Sunday. 

Police witnesses told the court that they 
had deliberately made public the misleading 
information that the Sinn Fein rally would 
be in Small Heath Park, when in fact it was 
elsewhere. According to the prosecution, 
Webster led 250 NF members away from 
the planned route of their march. When 
police spoke to him he said ‘‘I want to go to 
Small Heath Park’’. 

Webster told the court that he had 
become confused about their route after NF 
coaches had been diverted by police and 
entered Birmingham by roads he did not 
recognise. He claimed it was just a 
coincidence that the NF ended up marching 
towards Small Heath Park. 





Two Lips 
from 
Amsterdam! 


WRI psp. 2% Se 
AUBERT MARINER? 


THIS month's RAC Bird is 19-year- } 
old Petra Smits who was 
photographed on the recent Albert 
Mariner demonstration 

Even though Petra comes from 
Holland shz was proud to show her 
support for Albert Mariner who was 
the NF member murdered 
Blacks in May. Petra is a member of” 
the Centre Party in Holland and she 
has always believed in White Power 
for Europe. 

She was horrified to hear that a 
White NF member was murdered 
by a rioting Black mob and shocked 
tc learn that the police will do 
nothing to arrest the Blacks who 
did it 


@THIS Dutch fascist was 
featured in the NF’s Bulldog 
recently on their RAC (Rock | 
Against Communism) News 
_ page. Bulldog does not tell us, but 
Petra Smits, like gaoled NF ~ 

member James Blackburn — 
mentioned above, lives at the 
Ferndale Hotel in Kings Cross, a_ | 
venue where unpleasant-looking 
gangs of thugs in Union Jack tee- 
shirts may often be observed. __ 

__ The attraction to the hotel, in | 
the heart of what was, until 
recently, a notorious “red-light” _ 
district, is not clear. It could not 
__ possibly have anything to do with _ 
its manager Maurice Castle's — 
recent conviction for supplying _ 
| weapons used in a series of 
armed robberies — could it? 




















NE terror 


campaign 


in Islington 


GANGS of National Front skinheads 
are again imposing a virtual reign of 
terror in the North London borough of 
Islington. Recent weeks have seen a 
spate of violent and random attacks on 
black and Asian people. 

On 1 October, for example, a young 
black was attacked at the Angel Islington 
tube station and received a severe beating. 
Since then, eyewitnesses have reported 
gangs of skinheads waiting on the station 
platform, not for trains, but for black 
people to arrive. One woman went to 
station staff for help when she saw an Asian 
being battered as he waited for a train. She 
was told that there was nothing they could 
do as the police would not respond to their 
requests for help. They were, they said, 
having to warn travellers that they went 
down onto the platform at their own risk. 
Staff are refusing to work the weekend 
evening shifts for fear of violence. 

Also on 1 October, a group of NF 
members were arrested as they tried to 
break into the Labour-run Town Hall 
where they intended burning the red flag 
which flies over the building. Christopher 
Flack, James Blackburn and Stephen 
Taylor were convicted of entering the Town 
Hall with intent to commit damage. Taylor 
was fined £50, but Flack and Blackburn did 
not turn up for sentence and warrants were 
issued for their arrest. Blackburn, who gave 
his address as the Ferndale Hotel, Kings 
Cross, appeared a week later and was sent 
to a detention centre for three months. 

Another group was arrested near an 
Asian-owned shop which had _ been 
systematically harassed for months. It was 





only after complaints from local people that 
police lay in wait for them and caught them 
red-handed. Police witnesses said they 
heard Barry Langley and Peter Bull abuse 
and swear at the shop’s owner. They were 
cleared of threatening behaviour, but 
admitted putting National Front stickers on 
the shop window. 

Many of the young fascists plaguing the 
area travel in from places like Clapham, 
Dagenham and Hounslow, congregating in 
the Agricultural, a pub near the Angel. In 
the thick of the NF gangs which hang 
around there is their local mentor George 
Wilson, who organises literature sales at the 
pub. 

But, happily, neither the NF’s street 
violence, nor one of the most extensive 
leafletting campaigns it has launched in the 
borough in several years did anything for 
their electoral performance when they 
contested a local council by-election there 
recently. 

Much effort went into trying to build 
support for their St Peter’s ward candidate 
David Hammond, but in the end he 
received only 45 votes. Part of his 
campaign involved the launch of a slick- 
looking 4-page magazine called Jslington 
Patriot (printed on the Hancock family’s 
Uckfield printing press). It closes with the 
uplifting slogan ‘It’s our Islington, let’s win 
it back’. 

Despite their growing confidence in the 
borough the NF have lost their nerve and 
holed up in their pub for the duration on 
recent occasions when mass ANL 
leafletting has been organised against them 
in the nearby Chapel Market. 


Guilty — but no jail 


NATIONAL Front vice-chairman Ian 
Anderson’ narrowly’ escaped 
imprisonment recently after a court in 
Gravesend found him and three others 
guilty of unlawful assembly likely to 
cause a breach of the peace. 

Anderson and Paul Johnson, the 
Gravesham NF parliamentary candidate in 
the general election, were both sentenced to 
three months imprisonment suspended for 
two years after being arrested on a Front 
march in Gravesend in December 1982. 

The NF had organised a meeting 
ostensibly to adopt Johnson as their 
prospective candidate, but at the last 
moment had changed the venue to a hall 
close to a Sikh temple. As the meeting 
closed, Anderson led NF supporters 
through the predominantly immigrant 
community in the area chanting NF 


slogans. Police intervened to stop the 
march but Front members broke through 
their cordon and there were minor scuffles 
with local Asian people. 

The crown argued that Anderson and 
Johnson had picked Gravesend for the 
event because of its large Asian community, 
and had deliberately failed to notify the 
police of their intention to march. If it had 
not been for the police’s timely intervention 
there would have been a riot. 

Sentencing them, Mr Justice McGowan 
said that normally an immediate prison 
sentence would have been imposed. 

He directed the jury to acquit two 
defendents, Kevin Sines from Dartford, 
Kent, and James Sneath from Bermondsey 
in South London. Steven Baker and 
Anthony Hussey from South-east London 
were convicted and fined £200. 


WISE UP, HONOR... 





Readers of the Daily Telegraph on 19 
November 1983 may have been 
surprised to find a strong, if naive, 
defence of our old friends in WISE 
(Welsh, Irish, Scots, English). The 
article ‘Wise after the event?’ was by 
columnist, novelist and travel writer 
Honor Tracy. 

She told her readers that she had 
received a press statement from WISE 
defending themselves after being 
named by Searchlight, several national 
newspapers and the Young 
Conservatives’ report on extremist 
infiltration into the Tory Party, as a 
main point of contact between fascists 
and the Tory Right. In Ms Tracy’s 
view, it was sad that anybody who 
dared stand up for being British should 
be thus attacked. Now, Searchlight 
readers will already be well acquainted 
with WISE, but maybe they should 
know a little more about the naive(?) 
Ms Tracy. 


Honor Tracey is a prolific writer, and has 
had an occasional column in the Daily 
Telegraph for several years. In 1974 she 
attacked as an infringement of civil liberties 
attempts to prosecute the author of Did Six 
Million Really Die? a booklet which 
claimed that the nazi holocaust against the 
Jews had not taken place. Her defence 
(alongside writer Colin Wilson) of Richard 
Harwood, the mysterious author of this 
vicious publication, looks rather stupid on 
reflection. After all Mr Harwood turned 
out to be National Front leading light 
Richard Verrall, a liar and anti-semite. Mr 
Wilson’s participation in his defence was 
not so surprising — after all in the ’50s he 
was very close to Lady Mosley and wrote 
for Mosley’s fascist publication The 
European. By 1976 nazi Robert Relf had 
the honour of receiving Ms Tracy’s support 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ ARSON ATTACK ON TAKE-AWAY 
RESTAURANT 


An Indian take-away restaurant near 
Wednesbury has been devastated in an arson 
attack. This was the second attack on the Raj 
Mahal on New Road, Great Bridge. The first 
attack was on Saturday 1 October, when a 
window in the front door was smashed, and 
petrol poured through. On that occasion firemen 
were quickly on the scene and damage was 
limited. In the latest attack, a back door was 
forced, and petrol was again used to start a fire. 

The owner, Mr Bachan Chuan, said he 
believed the attacks had been carried out by 
someone with a grudge. He’d converted the 
building into a restaurant at a cost of £12,000, 
but hadn’t insured it. He said he had intended to 


in his struggle against the Race Relations 
Act. Phrases like ‘huge alien influx’ were 
not uncommon in her column. 

In 1977 Ms Tracy stepped in to defend 
the right of the National Front to march. 
Again it was the all too familiar line: I do 
not know this organisation but some of the 
members who write to me appear to be 
decent ordinary British people worried 
about their country. In her article in the 
Daily Telegraph of 1 October 1977 she 
wrote: ‘Many of (the NF’s) members or 
supporters took me up on my reference to 
the ‘‘bullying coon-bashing’’ elements in it, 
and said that, if such existed, they had not 
come across them. They wrote politely and 
sensibly, but made it plain that they 
thought the remark was unfounded. 

‘If that was the case, I am sorry, the more 
so because undoubtedly Press treatment in 
this matter is often unfair, and dislike of a 
movement is no excuse for injustice to it. 
Reading reports of some ‘‘confrontation’’ 
with a hostile mob, for instance, you might 
suppose that it was six of one and half a 
dozen of the other: whereas the Front does 
not begin the violence and, far from 
attacking the police, invariably complies 
with police direction. Most likely indeed the 
orderly conduct and tidy appearance, 
rather than ideology, is what causes the 
trouble’. 

No mention of the Front’s violent and 
criminal track record for her readers’ 
edification. In 1980 she was off again 
defending the way of life in Saudi Arabia 
and pouring scorn on those who would 
complain about decapitations and 
floggings. If the visiting British ‘proles’ (her 
favourite word for the working class), kept 
the rules they would not get themselves into 
such trouble. Similarly, if Sikh’s did not 
seek to be above the law here by asking for 
their religious right to wear a turban to 
school or on a motorbike then all would be 
well. 

But do not make the mistake that Ms 


launch the business for his twenty-year-old son 
Rajan. (Evening Mail, Birmingham 3.10.83.) 


@ KNIFE GANG TERROR 


An Asian man was slashed with a knife in an 
attack by a gang of white youths in Birmingham. 
Thirty year old Mr Mirza Rafaqatbaig was 
attacked as he was walking down Prince Albert 
Street, Bordesley Green. Four men jumped from 
the shadows, demanded money, and then slashed 
his hand and stomach with a knife. Police are 
seeking four men aged about 19 and about six 
foot tall. (Evening Mail, Birmingham 25.10.83.) 


@ LIBRARY BAN ON CND 


Birmingham Conservative Council has imposed 
a ban on CND exhibitions in the city’s public 
libraries. The ban follows an exhibition at the 
Northfield branch library, where staff had been 
abused by people opposed to the display. The 
systematic abuse, amounting to over 25 separate 
incidents is regarded as unprecedented in 
connection with any library display in 
Birmingham. (Evening Mail, Birmingham 
2.11.83.) 


Tracy is a great friend of all Semites. She 
seems to run up against some problems 
when she gets around to the Jews. In 
December 1982 she wrote about a time 
when her days were darkened by a German 
refugee who came with the endless tales of 
what he had had to endure under the nazis. 
Ms Tracy put forward the thought that 
‘people were not persecuted unless they had 
asked for it’. To cover her obvious distaste 
for Jews she introduces the predictable red 
herring that she knows a Jew. But this 
person had her approval because ‘he had 
few Jewish characteristics and hardly any 
Jewish friends’. As a spokesman for the 
Jewish Board of Deputies put in his letter of 
complaint at the time, she had to 
uncircumcise the man to make him suit her 
norms. 

In her recent offering, despite claiming 
that ‘I am not taking up cudgels for WISE 
in particular’ she describes that 
organisation as ‘a non-party brotherhood 
of our people at home and overseas, its aim 
being to preserve our heritage and foster 
our culture; and this has brought it under 
all too familiar fire’. She ridicules charges 
of ‘racism’, ‘extremism’, ‘fascism’ and 
others, and says ‘the message to WISE and 
others under attack should be: Holdon.. . 
you do not find in their speeches or writings 
the hatred of which they are accused’. Ms 
Tracy has clearly never had the joy of 
attending a WISE meeting and being 
addressed by Kenneth MckKilliam or 
Andrew Fountain, or meeting any of the 
other nazis who have so frequently graced 
its audiences. 

Had she attended any WISE meetings — 
or indeed, any NF events — she might think 
twice before leaping into print to regale 
Daily Telegraph readers with her knee-jerk 
defence of racist groups, dressed up in so 
much sanctimonious cant. 

Oddly enough this lady who makes such 
a fuss about the state of Britain, has lived in 
Ireland for the last 25 years. 


@ FASCIST LETTERS IN MERSEYSIDE 
PAPER 


A correspondent has written to the Liverpool 
Echo, complaining about the number of letters 
that have been published from fascist groups. 
One of the letters, from a P. Reeves, secretary of 
Liverpool National Front, boasts that ‘‘the 
National Front will never give up its political 
rights, come what may’’. The correspondent 
points out that fascists are dedicated to the 
removal of these political rights from everyone 
else. (Liverpool Echo 3.10.83 & 12.10.83.) 


@ ANTI SEMITIC ATTACKS IN 
MANCHESTER 


Attacks on Jewish people are on the increase in 
Manchester. Mr Anthony Daulby, President of 
the Manchester Jewish Representative Council, 
stated that in the last month there had been a 
number of attacks on people and property. He 
said that schools and other places should be 
properly protected and that teenagers should go 
about in groups for their own protection. (Jewish 
Chronicle 21.10.83.) 
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INTERNATIONAL 
m ceo] U), jeri e) . 


IN recent years, the extreme right in the United States has gone through a seemingly endless 
series of rows and splits. In this and the next couple of issues, we will be publishing up-to-date 
reports on what's happening to America’s fascists — who's on the up (and who’s not), what 
the main groups are doing and what distinguishes them from each other. Next month we'll be 
looking at the rival Klans. This month we look at the organisations that hark back to the 
Germany of 50 years ago — the American nazis. 


America’s nazis: new 
order or old odour? 


While nazi groups existed in the 
United States before the Second 
World War, modern American 
nazism traces itself back to George 
Lincoln Rockwell, a former airman 
who, in 1958, founded the 
American Nazi Party. Although his 
organisation never got beyond 500 
members, it achieved extensive 
publicity and Rockwell easily 
overshadowed rival claimants to the 
role of leading American nazi. This 
situation came to an end in August 
1967, when Rockwell was murdered 
by a dissident member of his 
organisation, John Patler. No 
longer held together by their leader, 
various of his lieutenants struggled 
for power and set up rival 
groupings. Of these, the main 
organisations were Matt Koehl’s 
National Socialist White People’s 
Party (NSWPP), based in Arlington, 
Virginia, and Frank Collin’s 
Chicago-based National Socialist 
Party of America (NSPA). 

The Koehl. group, which in recent 
years numbered about a 100 members 
and around 400 ‘official supporters’, 
outnumbers any of its rivals — American 
Nazism is hardly a mass movement — 
and -boasts its own storm troopers, 
youth movement and women’s 
organisation. An affiliate of the World 
Union of National Socialists (WWUNS), 
which Koehl leads, the Party takes part 
in demonstrations and _ pickets, 
publishes a monthly paper White Power 
and, in some areas, advertises recorded 
telephone diatribes for callers who want 
to hear a ‘White Power Message’. The 


1 
MATT KOEHL 
v.E lt 


admires reincarnation of 
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Matt Koehl: 
Ghengis Khan. 


party has also run candidates in 
elections, with varied results. Where, for 
instance, Wolfgang Schrodt came fifth 
out of six in a 1975 Baltimore, Maryland 
election for city councillors (he got 2% 
per cent of the vote), the secretary of 
the National Socialist Women’s 
Organisation, Sandra Enders, got 7,710 
votes in a school board election two 
years later, almost winning the seat. But 
the NSWPP remained a tiny 
organisation and Koehl in the late ‘70s 
decided on a purge of its ranks and a 
turn away from trying to build a mass 
organisation in favour of a strategy of 
only recruiting an elite membership. 
More recently, Koehl has taken this 
new strategy further in a move which 
threatens his organisation’s continued 
edge over other nazi factions. As of 
January 1983, the NSWPP has changed 


its name to the New Order and all its 
members have been suspended until the 
leadership had decided who will be 
allowed to join the new organisation. 
This move does not represent a turn 
away from nazism — the New Order will 
remain as the WUNS American affiliate 
and continue as a nazi organisation. 
Instead, the change is a continuation of 
Koehl’s enthusiasm for the recently 
deceased nazi theorist, Savitri Devi, a 
Greek-English woman who has been 
strongly influential on many nazis and 
whose death was noted in Searchlight 
91. A leaflet issued by the NSWPP 
before its recent transformation said of 
Devi that her work was ‘must reading for 
every thinking National Socialist who 
wishes to gain deeper insight into the 
spiritual ramifications of our Movement’ 
although it quite rightly noted not every 
activist would agree with every aspect of 
her mystical theories. (They'd certainly 
be surprised at her idea that Hitler was a 
reincarnation of Genghis Khan, a theory 
not mentioned in the leaflet). Following 
through the logic of his enthusiasm for 
Devi, it looks like Koehl has turned his 
unsuccessful party into an even less 
credible cross between a party and a 
nazi philosophy study group. 

The Koehl group’s main rival, the 
NSPA, has also not exactly had a 
wonderful last few years. Achieving a 
short-lived notoriety in a much- 
publicised attempt to march in the 
predominantly Jewish village of Skokie, 
Illinois, the NSPA was led through the 
'70s by Frank Collin, who himself was 
partly Jewish, the estranged son of a 
Dachau survivor. Expelled from the 
NSWPP in 1970, Collin was continually 
troubled in the 1970s by the Koehl 
group’s attacks on him, which 
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culminated in 1978 with an offer of 
$10,000 to anyone who could prove 
Collin was not partly Jewish. Finally, in 
1980, Collin ceased to be leader of the 
NSPA but not because of anti- 
semitism. Instead he was_ toppled 
because of his arrest and subsequent 
imprisonment for sexual offences with 
young boys, and was succeeded by the 
party’s North Carolina organiser, Harold 
Covington. Covington, in turn, did not 
last long and resigned in 1981, 
proclaiming that he no longer wanted to 
lead ‘people who lack all trace of 
commonsense, self-discipline, or 
comradeship’. The organisation was 
then taken over by its Chicago 
organiser, Michael Allen. While Collin 
had proved to be an adept manipulator 
of the media in the Rockwell mould, 
particularly over Skokie, and Covington 
achieved a disturbing 56,000 votes in the 
Republican primary for state attorney 


FRANCE 


Far right near 
miss in by- 
election 


THE recent by-election in the Paris 
suburb of Aulney-sous-Bois was 
expected by many to be a repeat of 
that in. Dreux only two months 
before when the Gaullist RPR 
included four members of the Front 
National on their list for the second 
round of the polls. But although the 
FN obtained a worrying 9.3 per cent 
of the first round vote in Aulney, 
they failed to make the 10 per cent 
necessary to participate in the 
second round, and the opposition 
did not feel pressurised to make the 
sort of deals it had stooped to in 
Dreux. 

The whole question of such alliances 
has still to be settled. Gaullist leaders 
including Jacques Chirac have said that 
although they will not enter into 
national agreements with the far-right, 
they will do so at a local level should the 
need arise. Rank and file members of the 
opposition appear to be less sensitive to 
working with the far-right than some of 
their leaders. 


@ ANTI-NF PROTESTORS CLEARED 


Two men have been cleared of all charges 
following an anti-National Front demonstration 
in Tottenham in May 1983. 

Both men claim they were beaten up by the 
police after arrest. They said that the police had 
arrested the wrong men. 

Michael King, (21), a student, of Tottenham, 
was accused of assaulting a police officer and 
causing him actual bodily harm. In court King 
said that the police officers had apparently failed 
to notice that he had a beard. He was acquitted 
by the jury. : 

Presley Patrick Antoine, (24), a machine 


general of North Carolina in 1980, the 
NSPA has been a disaster for American 
Nazism, and its future development is 
certainly not going to be helped by the 
NSWPP’s change of name. The NSPA 
paper has used the title ‘New Order’ for 
years, a fact that Koehl will certainly 
have known when he chose the new 
name for his organisation. 


Hitler furore 


Other nazi groups have continued to be 
active as the NSWPP and NSPA have 
gone through their upsets. These 
include the Michigan-based SS Action 
Group, the violent Cincinnati-based 
National Socialist Movement and the 
San Francisco-centred National 
Socialist White Workers Party, which 
recently caused a furore over its leaflets 
announcing a Hitler birthday 
celebration. Another small nazi group, 
the National Socialist Liberation Front, 
describes itself as ‘a revolutionary 
movement that has repudiated mass 


INGE INE WE CONEY 
PYOL CNT OO 


But if Aulney is anything to go by, 
they may never need to. The seventh 
place on the joint opposition slate was 
occupied by one Yves Van Ghele, a 
representative of the National Centre of 
Independents and Peasants (CNIP), 
who has a long history of activity in the 
far-right, firstly with Ordre Nouveau 
and the GUD, and later with the Parti 
des Forces Nouvelles of which he was a 
founder member. In July 1976 he fought 
with the Phalangists in the Lebanon and 
in September he was arrested in 
Larnaca, Cyprus, along with two other 
PFN militants, in possession of two 
bayonets and ammunition. He was 
expelled from the island. 


ITALY 


Fascist vote falls 


The Naples elections, which some 
predicted would lead to an increased 


operator, of Tottenham, appealed against a 
conviction for using threatening words and 
behaviour. Antoine’s solicitor said the police had 
apparently not noticed that Antoine was wearing 
a woolly hat and glasses, and carrying an Adidas 
bag. 

Afterwards Antoine said he felt resentful 
about the days off work he’d had to have for 
dental treatment after his arrest. (Hornsey 
Journal 4.11.83.) 


@ TELEGRAPH’S ‘MOSLEY MORAL’ 
A row has erupted over an editorial in the Daily 


tactics and has instead embraced armed 
struggle and political terrorism’. Its 
founder, Joseph Tomassi, was 
murdered in 1975 by a member of the 
NSWPP. Finally, the American nazi 
movement includes the controversial 
Los Angeles-based National Socialist 
League which calls itself a ‘gay nazi’ 
organisation, a description which has 
led to other nazi groups denouncing it as 
an attempt to discredit nazism and to 
threaten its members with violence. 

Despite a short-lived attempt in the 
late '70s to organise a National Socialist 
Congress that would unite most of the 
American nazi movement, the different 
rival groups remain divided and 
ineffective. It is not they, but the Klan 
who have proved to be the most 
important section of the American 
fascist movement in recent years but, as 
we will see, there are close links in both 
ideas and personnel between the nazis 
and the more successful factions of the 
Ku Klux Klan. 


vote for the neo-fascist Italian Social 
Movement (MSI), have resulted instead 
in the fascist vote falling by 1 per cent. 
This still leaves it however as the city’s 
third largest party in support. 


T GERMANY 


Nazi group banned 


THE latest nazi group led by former 
soldier Michael Kuhnen has been 


banned by the West German 
authorities. 

The ban follows dawn raids by police 
on the homes of 70 known nazis, many 
of them members of Kuhnen’s Action 
Front of National Socialists/National 
Activists. 

Announcing the ban, Interior 
Minister Friedrich Zimmerman listed 
acts of violence and racism committed 
by neo-nazis this year. Kuhnen’s group 
had about 270 members, he said. 

Three days before the Turkey-West 
Germany match they planned to disrupt, 
West Berlin neo-nazis were extensively 
raided by police in an operation which 
turned up large numbers of leaflets as 
well as weapons and metal helmets. 
Most of the material was discovered in 
the flat of the leader of the National 
activists of Greater Berlin, a group 
currently under investigation for neo- 
nazi activities. 





Telegraph which appeared to endorse the 
‘conspiracy theory’ about the Jews. 

In a leader headed ‘The Mosley Moral’, the 
Telegraph said ‘‘Jews by the very nature of their 
history were thought (before the holocaust) to 
represent the cosmopolitan principle and to be 
associated, on the one hand, with international 
banking, and, on the other, with international 
revolution’. 

Dr Jacob Gewirtz, of the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews, has pointed out that the very 
formulation of this leader is a variant on the 
conspiracy theory. 


(Daily Telegraph 16.11.83).) 
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RUSSIAN SPLINTER 


OVER a year ago, Searchlight carried an 
article showing that George Miller of the 
extremist Russian emigre group NTS had a 
finger in the London-based Anti-Soviet 
Society, run from the Alternative Bookshop 
in Covent Garden. Chris Tame, the 
bookshop’s manager, had been active in the 
Libertarian Alliance since he quit the 
Freedom Association, where he was 
employed as research officer. 

But the Miller/NTS connection prompted 
a mortal feud inside the Libertarian Alliance, 
which ended in a split between Tame and 
the NTS supporters on the one hand, and 
those who agreed with Search/ight’s analysis 
of NTS and wished to end the relationship 
with it on the other. 

Not so, however, in the Association for 
a Free Russia, which, as we showed in 
August 1982, was also backing NTS. The 
Association included several prominent 
individuals amongst its patrons — including 
Nicholas Bethell and Alan Tyrell, both Euro 
MPs. Its president is Count Nikolai Tolstoy. 

The AFR describes the NTS as “our most 
experienced ally ... which advised and 
helped us immensely”. This is hardly 
surprising, since George Miller, the ‘British 
representative’ of NTS, is also the chairman 
of the AFR Executive Bureau. 

The 1982 Annual Report of the AFR, 
published a few months ago, reveals that it 
was Miller who sent an £800 donation on 
behalf of the AFR to the ‘Free Russia Fund’ 
as a contribution to the production of 
propaganda against the Soviet Union. The 
Free Russia Fund’s reply to Miller 
announces that “your contribution will be 
publicly recorded in the Possev journal”. 
Possev is the NTS publishing house, and as 
long ago as 1978, NTS was describing AFR 
(then Paris-based) as the group to whom 
“contributions for NTS” should be sent. 

Miller’s other recent fund raising effort 
has involved the launch of Soviet Labour 
Review, an ostensibly mainstream journal 
monitoring events in the Soviet Union. 
Circulars to trade unions have successfully 
solicited a number of subscriptions. 
Occasionally, however, unpleasant little 
items slip in, such as the virulently anti- 
semitic remarks of a Russian sailor quoted 
in one of the early issues. 

Material publicising the Anti-Soviet 


Society and the AFR is, of course, to be- 


found at Tame’s ‘Alternative Bookshop’. 
Still running ASS is his old buddy Brian 
Micklethwaite, who recently penned a 
Society broadsheet entitled ‘In Defence of 
Mercenaries’. This is a highly topical in 
these circles — Libertarian Alliance and ASS 
member Mark Taha introduced two 
mercenary recruiters with experience in 
Afghanistan to the Anti-Soviet Society in 
1981. After a visit to their recruiting office in 
a Park Lane hotel by Brian Micklethwaite 
they even attended an Anti-Soviet Society 
meeting. Since then Taha, apart from 
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INCORPORATING “THE COURIER” 


Managing Director and Editor-in-Chief 


The good 


old days... 


@SPOT the loony ... believe it or not 
the gentleman pictured here is none 
other than Tory MP for Tatton, Neil 
Hamilton, who wrote to us a couple of 
issues ago. This stunning portrait dates 
from 1971 and his days as an 
undergraduate at University College of 
Wales at Aberystwyth. Thus attired and 
glorying in his role as editor of The Feudal 
Times and Reactionary Herald, Mr Hamilton 
contested a student union election. He 
polled an impressive 50 votes or 3.5 per 
cent of the poll. Moderation clearly 
brings its rewards. 


occasional bouts of work with Financial 
Intelligence and Research of Uxbridge, has 
been largely unemployed. Perhaps this 
explains his recent attempts to find work 
through the Nationalist Self-Support Group 
which tries to bring together nationalist 
bosses with the nationalist unemployed. It 
is run by Adrian Wiltshire, Youth Action 
Organiser of the Hitlerite National Action 
Party, and it advertises through the journal 
of the equally Hitlerite League of St George. 


OF EYES AND EARS 


HERE is an example of the fine art of fine 
distinctions. On December 8, The Guardian 
ran a little apology to Britische Historiker 
David Irving, assuring us that an earlier item 
about Irving’s private secretary Robin 
Davies sharing a flat with the wanted Italian 
Roberto Fiore, should not be taken to imply 
that Irving condones “the presence in 
London of terrorists of any hue”. It goes on, 
“the has asked us to point out that when this 
allegation first came to his ears, three 
weeks earlier, he promptly informed the 
proper authorities in this country to allow 
them to investigate”. 

The operative word here is ‘ears’. Irving 
may indeed have toodled off to the law 
when grilled about Davies’ associates by a 
television crew a few weeks earlier. But can 
he be saying that the story did not come to 
his eyes when it appeared several weeks 










To : All organisers, S.E, England. 


Date: 10=2-1977 


leaflets through the letterboxes. 


SPECIAL ORGANISERS! BULLETIN; WESTMINSTER PARLIAMENTARY BYE-ELECTION. 


From: EGnoeal Election Agent, Yestminster Bye=election. 


The only sign of "National" Front activity so far has been the sighting of one 
creature of indeterminate gender and painted fingernails daintily slipping Front 


: NEIL HAMILTON 





before that in Searchlight (which he reads 
avidly) and in the Daily Mirror, which, though 
it did not mention Davies, did give his 
address front page treatment. We can’t 
believe that the man who, in his Foca/ Point 
magazine tries to chronicle ‘the crimes of 
Searchlight’ has allowed his subscription 
(under whatever name) to lapse. 


GUNS AND GUESTS 


NEWS of two quite separate figures on the 
nastier end of the far right. 

Martyn Haine, Brighton-based nazi with a 
fistful of unpleasant contacts abroad (it was 
he who introduced the German nazi 
paramilitary instructor Arndt Heinz Marx to 
the League of St George) was bitterly 
disappointed recently when his application 
for a firearms licence was turned down by 
magistrates following police opposition. 

For the life of him Haine could not 
understand why. He said he wanted it for 
clay-pigeon shooting. This must have been 
the reason for the sten gun which police 
found under his bed two years ago. 

Further west, ‘Major’ lan Souter Clarence 
has again been entertaining foreigners. The 
yellow VW Polo parked regularly outside his 
house belongs to a Herr Klaus Erich Tillman 
— father of the accused nazi terrorist Ulrich 
Tillman nicked at the very same Dorset 
home of the very same mad major some 
months ago. 





Question: who wrote the above National Party circular in 1977? Answer: Steve Brady. Steve 
Brady is now a leading member of . . . the National Front. 


cases) with fascist 


| note’). 


RECAP No.22)| Words from the WISE 


Following the debdécle of the 
Monday Club split of 1973 (see last 
-month’s RECAP), 


the National Front for, in effect, six 


years. However, the catastrophic — 


performance of the NF in the May 
1979 General Election brought the 
right-wing of the Conservative roy 
back to prominence. 
As in the early 70s, the Tory Racist 
Right organised through a number of 
_ smallish groupings, either within or near 
the Party, which had contacts (in some 
groups and 
individuals. The first new group to 
emerge, in early 1979, was Tory Action, 
led by none other than George Kennedy 
Young, whose campaign to unseat 


Monday Club Chairman Jonathan 


Guinness had led to the Club's 
temporary eclipse. An early edition of 
Tory Action’s paper Round Robin 


contained a veiled call for ‘a compulsory — 


reduction in the number of non-whites in 
the UK’, and praised an article by Young 
himself in the anti-semitic and pro- 
fascist Liverpoo/ News/etter. (This article 
spoke of an ‘alien wedge. . . driven deep 
into the heart of the nation’, and 
commented that ‘in Jewish newspapers 
the diatribes against patriotic 
_ manifestation take on a rising hysterical 


Although — essentially _ extra- 
_parliamentary, Tory Action had its fans 


in the Commons. In the Daily Telegraph 


(10.4.81), Young claimed the backing of 

at least 25 Tory MPs, and one of them, 

the now late Ronald Bell, hosted a Tory 

Action reception in the House val 
sorors | in December 1980. 


“In recent weeks in Southall, i anaes 
| Brixton, Leicester, Luton, Nottingham, 
Birmingham, Manchester and the rest, 
we have all glimpsed the future with 
horror and foreboding, if not with surprise 
— the breakdown of law, order and 
authority. | am in no doubt of its unique 
cause — the mass immigration over three 
decades of large numbers of immigrants 
from the New Commonwealth and 
Pakistan. . . amin favour of compulsory 
repatriation for those foreigners who riot, 
loot and commit serious offences. The 
power of deportation should be widely 
used by the courts”. 
Harvey Proctor addressing WISE 
18 July 1981 


Bell was also significant as the de facto 


_ leader of the 20-strong ‘immigration 
group’ of Racist Right Tory MPs. This 
group met fortnightly to plan tactics to 
harden up (!) the Government's 


_ Nationality Bill as it passed through the _ 


Commons. And both Bell and Harvey 


the Tory Right _ 
| gave up the fascist driving seat to 


ti-immigration pamph ot, 
( Bell. Proctor 
called for ‘a vigorous _ programme of 


repatriation for all those who wish to 
take advantage of it, well financed, well _ 
Bell. 


publicised and well organised’. 
commented that ‘Mr Proctor does not 
shrink from accepting the logic of his 
argument’ : 


Joan Mason and George K. Young. 


Proctor and Bell were also involved in 
perhaps the most significant new group | 
to emerge in the post-1979 period. The - 
WISE group (Welsh Irish Scots English) 


had in fact been started in 1974, but 
wallowed in obscurity until it began to 
hold a series of public meetings in 1981, 
addressed by MPs like Bell, Proctor, 
Nicholas Winterton, Michael Brotherton, 
and John Stokes; journalists like John 


Ellison of the Daily Express; and free- 


market campaigners like John Gouriet, 


formerly of the Freedom Association. 
WISE was the brainchild of Joan 
_ Mason, who was connected to the 


Nationalist Alliance, one of the many 


‘bridging groups’ of the early 70s that 


brought right-wing Tories together with 
the extreme right. Other such groups 
included Joy Page’s Immigration Control 
Association and Bee 


organise WISE meetings. ; 
It was not surprising also to find that 


WISE was following old habits of 

bringing right and extreme-right _ 
together. On 18 July 1981, a WISE 
‘meeting at Caxton Hall was addressed — 
by Harvey Proctor. Not only were alarge _ 
number of known fascists present — 


(including Michael Salt of the NF, Tony 


Maiski of the League of St George and 


Paul Kavanagh of the National Front 


_ Constitutional Movement), but Proctor’s _ 


Proctor | (who boon eos from — 


reinateted under Mrs Tatone) were 
involved i dN : 


which in summer 1981 produced : a 2 glossy 


Carthew's | 
Powellight, and it is thus significant that 
both Page and Carthew helped Mason to 


Nation is: 


1975, which outlined a Jewish ‘bid for _ 


world power’. 


At a subsequent WISE 


meeting, McKilliam handed out a racist _ 


and anti-semitic pamphlet taken from — 


the American nazi paper The 


Thunderbolt). As the truth about WISE | 
began to leak out, however, speakers _ 
were less ready to associate themselves _ 


with the group. In 1982, two speakers 


{Kenneth Oxford, Chief Constable ot 


Merseyside, and Austin Mitchell, Labou 


MP for Grimsby) withdrew from WISE _ 


meetings, although. on 19 November 


1982, WISE did manage to hold another | 


meeting, addressed by the ubiquitou 
anti-common market campaigner 


Vice Marshall Don Bennett, and Lt. Col. _ 


G.H.M. Richey, NATO staff officer. The 


meeting was not well attended. 


“When some of us established the | — 


National Front Constitutional Movement, 


it was never seriously believed by its more | 


intelligent members that it could ever 
form the nucleus of an independent 
political party of the Right. The more far- 
thinking Nationalists saw it as a sort of 
‘halfway house’ between 
Conservative Party Right and the outside 
Right. Reciprocal developments within 


the | 


the Tory Party include the formation of | _ 


Tory Action, a beefed-up Monday Club, 


and the Salisbury Review ‘tendency’ to | | 


borrow a phrase from the left. WISE also 
provides a useful meeting point. 

Richard Franklin, private /etter 

10 July 1982 


The roaults. of the ‘bridging’ oral . 
were yet to emerge, however. In the 1983 
election, it became clear that a number 


_of former fascist party members had 
and re- 
tes (the | 


joined the Conservative Pa 
emerged, indeed, as cand 
most spectacular example was Tom 
Finnegan, former Birmingham NF 


activist, who turned up as Conservative | 
candidate in Stockton South). And the — 


high level Conservative report in 


fascist infiltration, leaked in October 


1983, named WISE and Tory Action, and 


published a letter from veteran National | 
Socialist Movement and National ren _ 


_ infiltration. 


_ Franklin’ S| 


were part of 
movement _ 


hierarchical ar 


again, a mover 
confined to ol 


Proctor, Mason 
: pewter ine we 
New National | Front, subsequently the - 





13 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ SOCCER BOSS WARNS ON THUGS 


The chairman of the Football Association has 
admitted that fascist groups are responsible for 
organising some of the violence at football 
grounds. FA chairman Bert Millichip disclosed 
that an investigation had been under way for 12 
months. Field work director John Williams said: 

“There is quite a lot of evidence linking the 
National Front with British trouble abroad. The 
NF use soccer to try and recruit young lads.’ 
(Daily Express 2.11.83.) 


@ ‘LAST CHANCE’ FOR EX-FASCIST 


A former National Front member, who had 
earlier been convicted of criminal damage, has 
been given a ‘last chance’ by magistrates. 

Drug addict Derek Watson, (22), of 
Barkingside, Ilford, had been remanded for 
reports before sentencing. He had been found 
guilty of criminal damage, involving smashing 
the glass door of an Asian family’s home. 

In mitigation, defence barrister John Coveny 
claimed that underneath the ‘‘thuggish 
appearance’’ of Watson was a man “‘teetering on 
the edge of a void in insecurity’’. 

Watson was ordered to pay £80 compensation, 
and was put on probation for 12 months. (//ford 
Recorder 10.11.83.) 


@ EX-FRONT MAN LIVES IN FEAR 


A former member of the Leeds National Front 
‘lives in fear’ following a savage attack made on 
him. This claim was made in Leeds magistrate’s 
court by the man’s solicitor. 

Before the court stood Frank Burden, (28), 
unemployed, and John Swaine, (19), 
unemployed, who appeared in connection with 
an incident outside an NF election meeting in 
Leeds on 4 June 1983. Both men admitted using 
insulting words and behaviour, and were fined 
£100. 

In court it was stated that Burden came out of 
the NF meeting and shouted at opponents. He 
picked up a piece of concrete and ran towards 
Swaine, who was on the opposite side of the 
street. Other men then joined in the melee. 

Burden was later the victim of a vicious assault 
by unknown assailants, which put him in 
hospital for 10 days, and made him lose his 
memory. (Yorkshire Post, Leeds 16.11.83 and 
Evening Post, Leeds 16.11.83.) 


@ NF PAPER SELLER LOSES APPEAL 


A National Front paper seller has lost his appeal 
against conviction for breach of the peace. 

Grant Alexander, (21), was found guilty of the 
offence in January 1982. He had been trying to 
sell Bulldog outside Tynecastle Park football 
ground and refused to move on when told to by 
the police. Members of the football crowd were 
incensed by Alexander’s attempts to sell the 
paper, and a dangerous situation was 
developing. Alexander was admonished for the 
offence. (Scotsman 10.11.83.) 


@ TORIES DEFEND EX-NF MAYOR 


Two local members of the Conservative Party 
have written in support of a man who was 
Deputy Mayor at Leek, Staffordshire. The man, 
Bernard Ward, resigned after it was revealed that 
he was a former member of the National Front. 
Quentin Haigh, and R. Davies, both local 
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Conservatives, wrote to the local paper in 
defence of Ward. Haigh said he was ‘‘not 
shocked’’ by Ward’s fascist involvement. 
(Cheadle Times 27.10.83 and Leek Post & Times 
27.10.83.) 


@ BNP FORMS CORNISH BRANCH 


The British National Party has set up a new 
branch in Liskeard, Cornwall. Chairman 
Gordon Cummings, an antiques dealer, refused 
to give membership figures on instructions from 
central office. He said that their most popular 
policy was the promise to bring back hanging. 
(Cornish Times, Liskeard 28.10.83.) 


@ NF YOUTHS FRIGHTENED SHOPPERS 


Two brother have been found guilty of offences 
against the Public Order Act, at Ellesmere Port. 
They were charged with using threatening or 
abusive or insulting words with intent to provoke 
a breach of the peace. 

The court was told how a gang of eight youths 
marched around the town on June 4, shortly 
before the General Election, swearing and 
making nazi salutes. Sergeant B. Lickese 
describes how the group were shouting ‘Sieg 
Heil’ and ‘National Front’, and how shoppers, 
including mothers with children, moved out of 
the way to avoid them. 

David Whiffen was seen to approach a Labour 
Party canvasser, snatch the microphone from his 
hand, and shout ‘‘National Front, National 
Front’. The gang then ran off, but police 
managed to arrest the Whiffen brothers. On 
being arrested, James Whiffen allegedly said, 
“Pye still got my membership of the National 
Front. You’ve got f--- all to do me on’. 

Both youths were found guilty. David 
Whiffen, (20), who has four previous 
convictions, was fined £100 with £20 costs, 
sentenced to 24 hours in an attendance centre, 
and bound over for 12 months. James Whiffen, 
(21), was fined £50 with £20 costs, and bound 
over for 12 months. (Ellesmere Port Pioneer 
21.10.83.) 


@ HATE CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
RESTAURANT 


A hate campaign is being waged against an Asian 
take-away restaurant in Halifax. National Front 
slogans have been daubed on the walls of the 
restaurant, in Spring Hall Lane, Pellon, and at 
the end of October a plate-glass window was 
smashed. 

Mr Abdul Ghani, and his wife Pauline, said 
they were determined to open the take away as 
planned. 

A large blue car was seen driving away after 
the window was smashed. (Evening Courier, 
Halifax 26.10.83.) 


@ GANG STEALS BOY’S BOOKS 


A gang of five white skinheads attacked an 
11-year-old Asian lad in Birmingham. Parvez 
Mahtey was attacked, on the way home from 
school, in Park Lane, Aston. One of the gang 
threatened him with a flick knife, and then they 
ran off, laughing, with his school books. 
(Evening Mail, Birmingham 19.11.83.) 


@ WHITE SOCKS STORM AT SCHOOL 


A headmaster at a Swindon school has banned 
the wearing of white socks because of the alleged 
association with Mods and the National Front. 
The ban was followed by a walkout by 50 pupils. 

Mr Richard Cleall, head of the Herod 
Parkway school, at Moredon, told 400 fifth 
formers that those who continued to wear white 
socks would be expelled, would not be allowed to 
sit their final exams and would not be given job 
references. Mr Cleall later said he was willing to 
meet parents to explain the situation to them, 
and could make exceptions for members of the 


fifth form. The real aim was to get the school 
uniform of grey socks established up to the 
fourth form. 

In a letter to the local paper, a Miss Barbara 
Packer claimed that the National Front didn’t 
have a uniform as it was a ‘‘non-paramilitary 
party’’. Miss Packer forgot to mention in her 
letter that she is a member of the National Front, 
and is the NF’s Swindon organiser. She has taken 
a keen interest in schoolchildren, and has 
distributed the NF magazine Bul/dog in Swindon 
schools. 

In 1981 she was convicted of conspiracy and 
assault charges concerning an attack on two left- 
wing newspaper sellers, and was heavily fined. 
(Swindon Evening Advertiser 17.10.83 & 
19.10.83; Searchlight September 1981.) 


@ DETECTIVES GUILTY OF ASSAULTING 
BLACK BL WORKER 


Three Birmingham police detectives have been 
sentenced to jail terms for beating up a black 
British Leyland worker. 

Mr Junior Williams, a worker at British 
Leyland’s Longbridge plant, was detained by 
security men at Longbridge on 11 January, on 
suspicion of stealing four rear light clusters. He 
was taken to Longbridge police station, where he 
was interviewed by three detectives. 

In court, a uniformed officer, PC Dart, said 
he heard the sound of some kind of disturbance, 
followed by sobbing, coming from the interview 
room. In due course the door opened and Mr 
Williams came out, supported by Detective 
Sergeant Brian Morton. Parts of Mr Williams 
face were bloody, and inside the room PC Dart 
could see Detective Constable Martin Lambert 
wiping up blood from the floor. 

The three detectives, Sergeant Brian Morton, 
and Constables Martin Lambert and Graham 
Stephen, were found guilty of causing Mr 
Williams actual bodily harm by a majority 
verdict. Morton was sentenced to 12 months and 
Lambert and Stephen to nine months. Half of 
each sentence was suspended. (Evening Mail 
26.10.83 & 2.11.83.) 


@ ELECTION DEPOSIT UP TO £1,000 


The deposit required for parliamentary 
candidates is likely to increase from £150 to 
£1,000. The proposal is being ‘‘actively 
considered’? by Home Office Minister David 
Mellor. Another proposal being considered is to 
reduce the share of the vote required to retain the 
deposit from 12/2 per cent to 5 per cent. The 
affect of the two proposals, if implemented, will 
be to hit the fringe parties such as the National 
Front, the Ecology Party, and the Communist 
Party, which all polled below 5 per cent in the 
last General Election in every seat. (Guardian 
14.10.83, Sunday Times 2.10.83.) 


@ BANANA THROWING “INEVITABLE” 


Football club officials have played down an 
incident in which Manchester City’s black 
goalkeeper was pelted with bananas by Leeds 
supporters during a game. At the start of the 
game, Leeds fans greeted Alex Williams with 
mass nazi salutes and monkey sounds. Then, at 
the start of the second half, a section of the 
Leeds crowd threw bananas onto the field as 
Williams took his place in the goalmouth. 

Leeds director Maxwell Holmes said: 

“I don’t think there is anything to get too 
excited about. This sort of incident happens 
from time to time everywhere, not just at soccer 
matches’’. 

Manchester City manager Billy McNeil said: 

“‘] think it’s inevitable the way crowds are 
these days that opposing players are regularly 
taunted’’. 

He praised Alex Williams for remaining cool 
in the face of the abuse. ( Yorkshire Evening Post 
26.9.83.) 





THERE’S a picture of Leon Trotsky 
riding on the back of the British Lion 
on the front cover of October’s issue of 
Spearhead. Another Trotskyist plot is 


revealed, you might think, to 
complement all those Trotskyist plots 
so regularly unmasked by the Daily 
Mail and Daily Express. But hold on. 
Mr John Tyndall, Spearhead’s 
publisher, editor, main contributor, is 
no ordinary unmasker of Trotskyism. 
Not for him the mundane task of 
showing that some members of the left- 
wing are Trotskyist. He is concerned to 
show that the National Front is in the 
grip of a fanatical form of Trotskyism. 

Two articles — one with the snappy title 
of ‘The Divisive Wedge’ and the other 
somewhat more long-windedly called 
‘Crypto-Marxist claptrap parading as 
“‘Nationalism’’ ’ — tell the story. What 
bothers Tyndall is that the NF is reviving 
the ideas of the Strasser brothers (Otto and 
Gregor), who were early members of 
Hitler’s nazi party, but split with the Fiihrer 
after disagreements on economic policy. 
According to Tyndall their crypto-Marxist 
claptrap attempted ‘‘to promote a concept 
of National Socialism which, in _ its 
proposals for the internal structuring of 
German society, differed little from that of 
the Communists’’. 

What Tyndall means by this is that the 
Strassers advocated some forms of 
collectivisation and nationalisation and that 
they did not support wholeheartedly all the 
notions of Leadership and the Fihrer 
Principle which Hitler attached to his own 
dictatorship. According to Tyndall 
“opinions differ as to whether the Strassers 
were well-intentioned, though confused, 
idealists or Jewish agents who had 
infiltrated the nazi party to swing it in a 
communist direction’’. Tyndall’s real 
targets are not the Strasser brothers (Gregor 
long since dead and Otto more recently so) 
but those crypto-communists and/or 
Jewish agents who have rejected the 
Tyndall style of leadership in the National 
Front. And naturally Tyndall fears that 
history is repeating itself, as lesser men 
again fail to see the virtues of the Totally 
Great Man. 


Male hair 


In passing Tyndall adds some passages to 
his exposure which are designed to enrage 
the racial Strasserites. He argues that 
society needs an aristocracy, where the right 
of succession falls on the male heir: ‘‘The 
need for the institution of aristocracy — as 
indeed for the existence of a class structure 
which at all levels recognises the distinctions 
in genetic quality and natural inherited 
ability — is so axiomatic as to be beyond 
serious question’’. 

However, one Fiihrer’s axioms are 
another’s questions in these troubled times. 
The latest issue of the NFs Nationalism 


Today (and how Mr Tyndall must wince at 
its subtitle — ‘the radical voice of British 
Nationalism’) features in its series ‘Roots’ 
the thoughts of the two Strasser brothers. 
This series consists of quotations ‘from 
some of the people who laid the 
foundations of Nationalist ideology’ and 
Nationalism Today comments that the 
Strassers’ ‘radical nationalist views live on, 
and are as relevant today as they were in the 
1930s’. 

Many of the quotations are platitudinous 
in the extreme. Otto on hate: ‘One must be 
capable of loving to know that is hateful’ 
etc, but many have a radical rhetoric. Thus 
Gregor Strasser talks of the ‘deplorable 
legacy of the capitalist economic system’ 
and claims that ‘we National Socialists shall 
take from the Right Nationalism which has 
so disastrously allied itself with capitalism 
and from the Left we shall take Socialism, 
which has made such an unhappy union 
with internationalism’. In a quotation 
which Nationalism Today must have 
included with the sole idea of causing 
Tyndall’s racially pure, and aristocratically 
select, blood to boil, Otto announces that 
‘The leader is made to serve the Idea and it 
is to the Idea alone that we owe absolute 
allegiance. The leader is human and it is 
human to err’. 


Gaddafi tribute 


The Strasserite themes emerge again in a 
review of Yesterday and Tomorrow; roots 
of the national revolution, published by 
Rising Press. The publication is particularly 
recommended because it contains a lengthy 
extract from Otto Strasser which ‘concisely 
sets out the basic elements of Strasserite 
National Socialism’. The reviewer also 
mentions that an article by Raven 
Thompson, the former Mosleyite 
Blackshirt and member of Sir Oswald’s 
Union Movement in the 1950s, set out views 
on Syndicalism which show ‘many 
similarities to present-day National Front 
policies’. 

Before leaving Nationalism Today, in 
order to show other aspects of Strasserism 
in action, we can note two curiosities in the 
current issue. Page seven sees a tribute to 
Colonel Gaddafi for his efforts to bring 
harmony to Chad: by ‘partitioning the 
country on racial lines, Colonel Gaddafi 
has offered the only slim hope of bringing 
peace to this race-war-ravaged land’. On 
page 10 there is ‘an exclusive interview’ with 
George Seawright, who is a leading member 
of the Democratic Unionist Party and a 
member of both the Ulster Assembly and 
the Belfast City Council. In the course of 
the interview Seawright pleases his 
interlocutors by saying that Britain ‘has no 
room for three million or more immigrants 
not of our indigenous ethnic stock’ and that 
‘native-born Britons should have priority in 
jobs and houses’. 

Mr Seawright also touches on a theme 
close to the hearts of the modern 


Strasserites: that of an _ international 
conspiracy for world government. Mr 
Seawright comments that he views, ‘the 
EEC as part of a deliberate design by 
“International Finance’’ to bring about an 
eventual ‘‘world government’’ under their 
control in which national states would cease 
to exist’. 

None of Nationalism Today’s quotations 
from the Strasser brothers would suggest 
that either were particularly racist, nor 
indeed that anti-semitism was a central 
component of their and the National 
Front’s ideology. Since the aim of the 
quotations was to highlight differences 
between ‘radical’ and ‘conservative’ 
fascism, there was little point in stressing 
the things that both the radicals and 
conservatives agree upon. 


Sudden outbursts 


However, the racial and anti-semitic themes 
are much clearer in New Nation, the 
quarterly journal of the National Front. A 
long, tedious article by Steve Brady, who is 
one of the more prominent of Nationalism 
Today’s radical voices, is devoted to 
enumerating the various races, sub-races 
and sub-sub-races of Europe. There appear 
to be two conclusions: (1) the Celts should 
be considered satisfactorily Nordic and (2) 
Hitler was in error in considering the 
Russians to be of inferior non-Nordic 
stock; in fact, according to Mr Brady, the 
‘Russian ‘‘Asiatic sub-humans’’ Hitler 
sought to butcher and enslave were far 
better racial material than his ‘‘glorious 
Italian allies’? ’ (by way of explanation 
Brady adds that a ‘Negroid element had 
been infused into the Italians by the 
disastrous immigration policy of the 
Roman Empire’). 

Thus, as one can see, the Strasserites do 
not see themselves as somehow softer than 
the Hitlerites; in fact, as Brady’s piece 
reveals, they like to think of themselves as 
the more rigorous racists. Certainly as 
regards anti-semitism, they are second to 
none. The autumn issue of New Nation is 
unambiguously anti-semitic with its 
comments about ‘our Jew infested 
Parliament’, not to mention a long vitriolic 
piece by Ken Guichard entitled ‘The 
Wandering Jew 1982’, and an approving 
quotation from a minor American novelist 
who claimed that ‘wherever the Wandering 
Jew wanders, he will have to content 
himself with his own society till he 
disappears or is killed off in some sudden 
outburst of physical loathing on our part’’. 

Hardly a page of New Nation is left 
untainted by a violently direct anti- 
semitism. However much the Strasserites 
and Hitlerites might squabble about 
syndicalism and the virtues of racial 
aristocracy, they are in accord when it 
comes to the business of physical loathing 
and the sudden (?) outbursts which threaten 
all those not possessing the satisfactorily 
Nordic shaped skulls. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 


monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


The political priorities of policing 


known ‘political activists’. Articles 
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The Policy Studies Institute report, formed up and down the country. 


commissioned in 1979 by Sir David 
McNee, was finally published in 
November 1983. For the 
establishment, the report was a 
momentary source of shock and 
embarrassment. Even the press, not 
normally noted for exposing police 
misconduct, could not ignore its stark 
and damning findings. 

The police have been quick to recover 
from any embarrassment they may have 
felt. Newman responded to the report by 
issuing 19 separate papers, which point to 
reorganisation within the force and reforms 
in training and supervision as proof that 
radical change is taking place within the 
internal structure of the Met. He went on to 
warn that the report would be used by 
groups critical of the police for their own 
political ends. 

The police’s ability to deflect criticism 
away from themselves on to groups 
exposing police racism and campaigning for 
police accountability has been one of the 
major developments of 1983. In this article 
we also examine some of the many changes 
in policing that have taken place 
throughout the year. 


The death of Colin Roach: 
criminalisation strategies 
extended 


The year began with two _ horrifying 
incidents; the gunning down of Stephen 
Waldorf in Knightsbridge and the 
mysterious death of Colin Roach in the 
foyer of Stoke Newington police station. 
The death of Colin Roach set Hackney’s 
community alight. The numerous protest 
marches that followed (in which over a 
hundred people, including Colin Roach’s 
father, were arrested) took in broad 
sections of the community. Hackney 
Council voted to withhold the police 
precept and Hackney NUT and NALGO 
voted for a policy of non-cooperation with 
the police. The police needed to silence 
demands for a public inquiry — to stifle 
those critics that linked Colin Roach’s 
death to the years of racist, brutal policing 
in Hackney. In order to do this, the police 
came increasingly to use the media to 
validate their claim, not only that Colin 
Roach had committed suicide, but that his 
death had become a cause célébre for 
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appeared in the national papers, stressing 
Colin Roach’s disturbed mental state and 
arguing that the death of a ‘criminal’ (Colin 
Roach was a ‘mugger’ not ‘long since out of 
jail’, wrote the Daily Mail) had become the 
rallying point for black and other militant 
activists. 

This theme was to be taken up more 
generally by Sir Kenneth Newman. In his 
annual report, published in June, he spoke 
of ‘a campaign of dedicated denigration 
waged against the police’. ‘‘Particular 


The Metropolitan police force 
are racist, sexist, bend the rules, 
are virtually unsupervised and a 
law unto themselves. A 
substantial number of police 
officers use excessive force. 
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the Metropolitan police. Half the 
city have serious doubts about 
police conduct. 
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the same. 


Findings of PSI report, carried out 
on behalf of the Metropolitan 
Police 


activist groups,’’ he said, ‘‘deliberately 
trawl for issues which they can elevate to 
the status of cause célébre.’’ These groups 
often act as ‘fronts’ for ‘criminal activity’, 
he said — and referred in particular to the 
Colin Roach case. 


The introduction of the Police 
Bill 

If the death of Colin Roach overshadowed 
the events of 1983, it is the Police Bill that is 
most likely to dominate the first half of 
1984. The Bill was first introduced into 
Parliament in November 1982 and then re- 
introduced, following the general election 
in June 1983. During its first passage the 
Campaign to Curb Police Powers was 
formed, and after a conference in 


November 1982 the National Campaign 
Against the Police Bill was established. 
locally-based groups 


Now, are being 


The Bill extends police powers in an 
unprecedented way, giving police massive 
new powers to stop and search, and detain 
without charge for up to four days, set up 
road blocks, forcibly fingerprint, carry out 
intimate body searches and detain without 
charge for up to four days. However, the 
importance of the Bill actually lies beyond 
its provisions. When seen alongside the 
reorganisation in policing priorities and the 
penetration of the community that has 
occurred throughout 1983, it can be said to 
pave the way for a 1984-style police state. 


Police racism goes unchecked 
whilst police powers increase 


CARF readers will be aware that 1983 has 
seen an increase in police racism and 
harassment of the black community. 
Reports published throughout the year have 
continued to expose the racism of police 
operations such as stop and search. The PSI 
report itself found that in a substantial 
minority of stop and search cases, the 
police officers were rude and abusive and in 
a third of cases watched by observers there 
appeared to be no grounds whatsoever for 
suspicion. And police attitudes to racist 
attacks have worsened. A GLC report on 
racial harassment on’ housing estates 
published in November reveals that 
‘victims’ of racism are increasingly coming 
to perceive of the police as ‘perpetrators’ of 
racist attack. 

Despite this, racism has not been made a 
disciplinary offence, nor has the 
controversial police complaints system, 
whereby police investigate themselves, been 
radically altered — although in April 1983 
the Police Complaints Board revealed that 
complaints against the police are up by 5 
per cent. 

Throughout 1983 we have seen an 
alarming increase in police powers, coupled 
with increasing police penetration of the 
community. Social and welfare agencies are 
now being incorporated into the policing 
process — this is often referred to as the 
multi-agency approach. In particular police 
influence is now increasingly felt in schools. 
In September, for instance, we reported on 
an incident that occurred at Chingford 
High School. A boy was wrongfully held by 
the police on suspicion of having carried 
out a mugging after his school had supplied 
the local home-beat officer with the names 
and addressed of all black schoolchildren 
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attending the school. This collaboration 
between teachers and police officers is 
particularly alarmingly given the records 
held by teachers on black schoolchildren 
which are now becoming the subject of 
police scrutiny. 

Not only do racist stereotypes often 
abound, but records are kept on the child’s 
social background — also in many instances 
the subject of racist perceptions — and on 
the child’s parents and their activities. Late 
in the year it was revealed that in one 
county police already have open access to 
confidential social services and health 
records kept on computer. 

It has been left to Sir Kenneth Newman 
to translate a tough government stand on 
law and order into a popular language of 
crime prevention. The roots of many of 
these changes can be traced back to 
February, when Newman announced his 
plans to reorganise the Met, and even 
before this, to October of 1982, when he 
first began to speak of a ‘contract’ between 
the ‘police’ and the ‘public’ in the battle 
against crime’. 


Newman reorganises the Met 


In February Newman announced plans to 
reorganise the Met. Street disorder, street 
crime and burglary were among his first 
concerns; those areas with ‘high crime 
rates’ were to become ‘priority areas’ in 
terms of resources. Under these ‘first aid 
measures’ the SPG and the renamed 
District Support Units were to be given a 
permanent role in relation to crime over 
and above the role which they already 
played in terms of riot control. DUSs were 
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to act as anti-rowdyism patrols, anti- 
burglary patrols; they were to set up road 
blocks and to carry out stop and search. 
Their presence is beginning to be felt all 
over London. Specialist squads, such as the 
‘Active Dog Unit’ are being deployed. In a 
recent incident in Sandringham Road 
(Hackney’s ‘Front Line’) several people, 
including innocent bystanders, were badly 
bitten by dogs used during a stop and 
search. 


Neighbourhood watch 
launched 


In addition, Newman announced the setting 
up of consultative committees coupled with 
crime prevention schemes and 
neighbourhood watch. 

Neighbourhood watch was officially 
launched in September as part of the 
neighbourhood policing experiment. It 
involves the community, through existing 
structures such as tenants’ associations, 
policing itself and passing on information 
about anything suspicious to a collator at a 
local police station. Despite police 
assurances that these schemes will not act as 
‘vigilante’ squads, some groups are already 
carrying out ‘security patrols’ on their 
estates. And these schemes, given the 
racism already existing within many 
tenants’ associations, must be of particular 
concern to anti-racists. If the schemes catch 
on, life will be even more intolerable for 
Britain’s black community. 

The role of the DSUs, which are likely to 
become just as controversial as the SPG 
(they are, in fact, local SPG-style squads) 
came up for review in August of this year 








after the acquittal of four men are charges 
of carrying petrol bombs and conspiring to 
injure police officers in Notting Hill in 
April ’82 (see Searchlight No.100). During 
the trial, an IRU officer from a different 
unit to those who carried out the raid, was 
called to give evidence. The officer had 
actually been stationed on the roof opposite 
the Mangrove Club where the raid took 
place, photographing everyone who went in 
and out of the club. When he saw a new 
face, he radioed down to the officer on the 
ground who stopped the visitor and asked 
him for his name and address. 

This is the practice of ‘targetting’ and 
surveillance of potential offenders, 
proposed by Newman in February. The 
measures, supposedly directed against 
‘criminals’ are now being used against 
groups and individuals who are active in 
campaigning for police accountability, 
exposing police racism, or simply deemed a 
threat to public order (a CND member who 
wrote to her local paper opposing the siting 
of nuclear missiles on British soil was 
recently investigated by West Midlands 
police) once again bringing home the point 
that in the police force of the ’80s, the 
distinction between the ‘criminal’ and the 
‘political’ are becoming dangerously 
blurred. Indeed, Newman’s proposals 
should be seen as indicative of the state’s 
need to control those working class areas 
with a high black population where protests 
against unemployment, economic misery 
and the increasing military-style presence of 
the police, are at their sharpest. Police 
presence in these areas is due not to ‘soaring 
crime rates’ but to the political priorities of 
policing in the 80s. 


Successful campaigns against deportation 


Two long-running immigration 
campaigns ended successfully after 
favourable Home Office decisions 
in October and November 1983. 


In the first, Parveen Khan of 
Manchester was granted indefinite leave 
to remain. This came fully four years 
after Parveen made her initial 


application on the basis of her marriage. 
The Home Office then argued that 


because she had married a man who had 
entered illegally when he was 13(!), she 
too was an illegal entrant, even though 
she knew nothing of her husband’s 
status. 

An important aspect of Parveen’s case 
was the close co-operation between the 
Home Office and the Department of 
Health and Social Security, which 
refused her supplementary benefit and 
even cut off child benefit for her two 
children, both born in Britain. 

In the second decision, Home Office 
minister David Waddington gave in to 


pressusre not to remove a group of more 
than 20 Filipino workers, also alleged to 
be illegal entrants. They were the last of 
around 400 migrant workers who have 
been under threat of removal. 

These cases began in 1979, when the 
Divisional Court rules that a woman 
who has not declared the existence of 
dependent children when she obtained a 
work permit was an illegal entrant. At 
the time, only those without dependent 
children were eligible for permits to 
work as resident domestic staff. The 
decision put some 300 women at risk, 
while a further 100 were threatened 
because they were alleged to have 
supplied false references in order to 
obtain work permits. 

Many of the workers, however, had 
not applied for the permits themselves, 
but had obtained them through 
employment agencies. Therefore, it was 
the agencies that were responsible for 
any ‘deception’. In addition, it seems 
clear that both the Home Office and the 


Department of Employment (which 
administers the work permit scheme) 
were aware of the situation long before 
they decided to act. Before 1979, for 
example, many women who had worked 
here for four years as permit holders 
were allowed to bring in their dependent 
children. Like Parveen Khan, the 
Filipinos were caught up in the widening 
definition of illegal entry then being put 
into practice by the Home Office. 

Both cases show the importance of 
campaigns in preventing removal. 
Parveen Khan would undoubtedly have 
been removed had it not been for a 
vigorous local campaign. (At one stage 
she was actually at Manchester Airport 
awaiting a flight). This campaign also 
helped to support her financially against 
the DHSS attempt to starve her out of 
the country. In the case of the Filipinos, 
the Resident Domestics Campaign 
achieved remarkable success in 
preventing the removal of some 300 
people. 
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Racial harassment — 1983 


Bangladeshi tenants in Tower Hamlets. It 





It took over 20 years of protest and 
agitation for the Home Office to 
concede, in November 1981, the 
existence of racist attacks in Britain. Its 
report whitewashed police handling of 
complaints and managed to suggest 
that the black community was a bit 
over-sensitive, but it was something of 
a victory. It vindicated those of us 
who, despite no official recognition of 
the problem, persisted in exposing the 
extent of racial attacks and those who, 
like the Bradford 12, recognised that 
they would get no protection from the 
police and defended their own 
communities. 

Two years later, the Newham 8 are in the 
dock at the Old Bailey for attempting to 
protect their community from racists, and 
there have been stern judicial warnings 
about ‘taking the law into your own hands’. 
This hardening in the official attidues to 
racist attacks might be justifiable if, in the 
two years since the Home Office Report, 
racial attacks had declined dramatically or 
if the police had begun to respond 
efficiently and conscientiously. But the 
evidence points to the opposite. 

In 1983, children have been shot at with 
airgun pellets. Meat cleavers, Stanley knives 
and fire-bombs have figured in the 
weaponry of racism. Pensioners, students, 
shopkeepers and infants have suffered 
injury. A housewife was attacked in broad 
daylight in a shopping centre, and received 
a fractured skull, broken ribs and elbow 
and slashed face and arms. In some areas, 
notably the east London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets, it has proved equally dangerous 
for black families to stay in as to go out. 
Houses, mosques and business premises 
alike have been gutted by arson attacks. 


GLC racial harassment report 


A report recently published (November 
1983) by the GLC Police Committee 
confirms that the level of racial harassment 
in London has increased over the past two 
years. The report examines the response to 
racial attacks by the two main authorities 
from whom victims seek help — _ the 
housing authorities and the police. 


Housing departments 


Very often, victims of racial attacks on 
housing estates know only too well the 
identity of their attackers — their own 
neighbours. Housing departments have 
until recently refused to acknowledge any 
problem or to take any action, either to 
help the victims or to control or punish the 
attackers. Some families have been 
subjected to years of violence and threats, 
vandalism and racist daubing, others to the 
less dramatic but no less threatening 
campaigns of innuendo and _ false 
accusations, in which housing departments 
have themselves sometimes colluded. 

In its report the GLC takes to task its 
own housing department for its failure to 
respond to the massive harassment of the 
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cites examples of racist ‘reception 
committees’ organising against prospective 
black tenants, as evidence of officials 
forewarning, and working with, racist white 
tenants. But it fails to support Camden’s 
initiative of using racist behaviour as a 
ground for evicting tenants. Its reasoning 
— that the problem is transferred elsewhere 
— is unconvincing. It’s not an auspicious 
start to the GLC’s anti-racist year, if the 
authority is not prepared to set an example 
to the London boroughs in the firm 
treatment of racist tenants. 


Police response 


The rest of the report deals with the police 
response to racial attack, and describes the 
‘variety of non-responses’ by police to 
victims, which includes reluctance to 
investigate, delay in arriving on the scene, 
refusal to prosecute, giving misleading 
advice and treating the victims of crimes as 
criminals themselves. 


Re-definition of racial attacks 
Victims as ‘criminal’ 


The case of the Newham 8 has been 
presented in the media as a gang of young 
thugs out for trouble. This is very often the 
way a group of young black people who are 
forced to defend themselves get described. 
When pupils at the Brondesbury school in 
Kilburn were set upon after school, in 
March 1983, black students defending 
themselves were arrested and charged with 
public order offences. This is part of a 
noticeable trend within the criminal justice 
system to re-define and therefore play down 
racial violence. In January 1983 we 
reported that Commander Fairbairn of 
Lambeth division (in charge of Operation 
‘Swamp ’81. which triggered the Brixton 
riot) was classifying as ‘a racial incident’ 
any incident involving more than one ethnic 
category. By means of this fiddling, he 
managed to reach the conclusion that 
whites, not blacks, were most likely to be 
victims of a racial incident. 


Treating victims and aggressors equally 


Now, all over the country the police have 
seized on the idea that, in any racial 
confrontation, both sides are equally to 
blame. The rationale is that neither ‘side’ 
can accuse them of favouring the other — 
the ‘impartial’ or ‘BBC’ approach to racist 
attack. Thus, in the summer of 1982 black 
patrons of a Southall pub suffered a stream 
of harassment from white mods who came 
in for the ‘fun’ from all over London. The 
trouble culminated in a full-scale fight. The 
following day the newly appointed police 
community liaison officer was asked how 
many arrests had been made. ‘‘Twelve,’’he 
said, ‘“‘almost perfect — five whites, four 
West Indians, three Asians. It would have 
been perfect if we’d nicked four of each.” 

In July 1983 there was a weekend of 
racial violence in Dewsbury, which started 
with drunken white racists urinating in 


Asians’ gardens and shouting racial abuse, 
and ended with a 12-year-old Asian boy 
close to death with a fractured skull. In 
spite of a white eye-witness’s description of 
white youths ‘spoilling for a fight . . . out 
to get Asians irrespective of who they 
were’, the Detective Chief Inspector in 
charge of the investigation was affronted at 
the suggestion that this was a racial 
incident. White and black were arrested 
‘even-handedly’. Asians who followed a car 
full of whites who’d just attacked them, in 
order to get the registration number of the 
car, were arrested — and convicted — for 
‘threatening behaviour’. Another man was 
charged with threatening behaviour after 
being set upon by whites in an alley and 
struggling to free himself. The whites did 
not accuse him of attacking them. 


Judicial response 


Magistrates and judges are keenly 
endorsing the police theory, and practice, 
that there are no racial attacks on black 
youths, only gang fights — by convicting 
whites and blacks ‘evenhandedly’ — as if 
they were supporters of rival football clubs. 
In November 1983 we reported an example 
of this practice. A gang of whites attacked a 
group of young blacks in a Bradford wine 
bar. In the course of the attack a black 
woman had her breast slashed with a 
Stanley knife. The following day some of 
the group of blacks were arrested for 
carrying weapons with which to defend 
themselves from further attack. In the light 
of what had happened to them, none was 
convicted. But when the judge came to 
sentence the whites, he said that although 
they deserved to be sent to prison, they 
wouldn’t be, ‘in the light of what happened 
to your opponents’ . 


Denial of racist motive 


It is now almost routine for the police to 
deny a racial motive for an attack, in the 
face of the victim’s account of racial abuse 
accompanying the attack. Police call the 
attacks robbery, or vandalism (in the case 
of racist daubings of homes and shops), or 
neighbours’ disputes (if the aggressor lives 
locally). In cases of suspected arson, police 
have been quick to deny that fires have been 
caused deliberately — sometimes even 
before the fire brigade has had time to 
examine the debris. This ‘no-arson’ reflex 
has recently been criticised by the Fire 
Brigades Union, after the death of five 
Asian women in a clothing factory in the 
East End of London. The FBU said the fire 
was extremely intense and burned much 
faster than usual. Local residents had heard 
a ‘whoosh’ before seeing flames pouring 
out of the factory. In a statement the FBU 
criticised the local police for ruling out 
arson so early, and urged them to 
investigate the possibility fully. This is not 
the first time the FBU has taken the police 
to task on their attitude to fires on black 
premises. After the death by fire of the 
Khan family in Walthamstow in July 1981, 
FBU officials released a list of ‘suspicious’ 
fires which the police had not considered 
worth investigating as suspected arson. 


‘Self-inflicted racist attack 
Perhaps the most disturbing of all responses 


to racist attacks is those cases — Satwinder 
Sondh in 1981 and Deepak Amin in 1983 — 
where the police say that the victims 
attacked themselves. Both incidents were 
particularly horrible. The initials ‘NF’ were 
carved into the skin of both men — Sondh’s 
chest and Amin’s wrist. In each case police 
began the investigation by denying a racial 
motive. Sondh ended up being prosecuted, 
and convicted by Ealing magistrates, of 
wasting police time, after allegedly 
confessing that he had inflicted the injuries 
himself and made the story up. He finally 
exonerated himself on appeal in the Crown 
Court. 

Amin suffered a brutal beating. He was 
found unconscious in a pool of blood, 





Two years after the ‘riots’ of 1981, the 
Institute of Race Relations takes stock 
of British racism. Its report, a special 
issue of its journal, Race & Class, 
entitled ‘British racism: the road to 
1984’ was published to coincide with 
the re-introduction of the Tory 
government’s Police and Criminal 
Evidence Bill and with the launching of 
the Greater London Council’s Anti- 
Racist Year in 1984, 

These events encapsulate the major 
themes of the report. On the one hand, the 
period since 1981 has been one of 
intensified state repression against the black 
community, in the form not only of greater 
police powers but also the increased 
incorporation of various social welfare 
agencies in the surveillance and policing of 
the black community. On the other hand, 
there has been a renewed and widespread 
interest in programmes of ‘multi- 
culturalism’ and ‘ethnicity’ in education, 
social services, employment, the media, and 
even in police training and recruitment, and 
it is crucial to examine these initiatives 
critically to determine what contribution 
they make, if any, to the wider struggle 
against institutional racism. 

The theme of growing state repression, 
and of its links to racism, is taken up in two 
articles dealing with the background to the 
Police Bill. Cecil Gutzmore traces the 
criminalisation of ‘black youth’, which has 
been used to justify special policing 
measures against the black community, to 
the police’s deliberate manipulation of 
crime data over a decade or more. He also 
shows how the police have obtained crucial 
support in this regard both from the press, 
in periodic scares about ‘mugging’, and 
from race sociologists and criminologists, 
with their barely veiled socio-cultural 
theories of inherent black criminality. 

Lee Bridges then goes on to analyse how 
the repressive policing tactics used against 
the black community are now being 
legalised and made generally applicable 
under the Police Bill. He argues that the 
rationale for many of the provisions of the 
Bill lies not so much in combating crime as 
in the demands of the state, faced with mass 
unemployment and social dislocation, for a 
new police strategy based on the 
surveillance and political control of ever 


The road to 1984 


having crawled to a phone box, and was cut 
and bruised all over his body, including his 
back. The story of his re-interview and 
alleged confession was given prominence 
afforded to no ‘ordinary’ racial attack or 
murder in the right-wing national press. 
Just as in the Colin Roach case, the public 
was Offered the explanation of a mentally 
disturbed black turning his aggression onto 
himself. In the Asian’s case, of course, 
there was a devious motive, a desire for pity 
so as to be allowed to re-sit failed exams. 

The racist theory of black auto- 
destruction fits well with pre-existing racial 
stereotypes. Its tone and purpose will be 
familiar to Searchlight readers. ‘Did Six 
Million Really Die?’ 





wider sections of society. 

Evidence of the spread of police 
influence is found in Frances Webber’s 
account of police involvement in schools 
fostered under police-school liaison and 
other government-sponsored schemes and 
the ways in which these can lead directly to 
teachers’ participation in police operations 
against black people. For 1984 means the 
incorporation of more and more state 
agencies in the policing and controlling of 
inner-city populations. The Black Health 
Workers and Patients Group shows how 
the ‘caring’ agencies of welfare are being 
used to coerce black people and, 
conversely, how the police, courts and 
prisons are being involved in ‘welfare’ 
itself. 

In an extended version of a speech given 
earlier this year to a GLC conference 
(published in Searchlight in May 1983) A. 
Sivanandan challenges the ability of the 
whole range of ‘ethnic’ policies and 
programmes ‘to alter, by one iota, the 
monumental and endemic racism of this 
society’. He traces the origins of ‘ethnicity’ 
to an attempt, originally fostered by the 
social democratic wing of the Labour 
Party, to break down the common black 
struggle against racism into its ethnic parts, 
leaving institutional racism unchallenged 
while promoting limited black social 
mobililty. This theme of the ghettoising 
effects of ethnicity is taken up by Chris 
Searle in a position attack on ‘mother 
tongue’ teaching for its denial to black 
children of the capacity, through a common 
language, to link their struggles with those 
of oppressed people elsewhere. 

But if ethnicity and multiculturalism are 
on the ascendancy in official policy, it is up 
to those of us trying to fight racism on the 
ground to define even more precisely the 
nature and content of anti-racist struggle. 
IRR’s report is a significant and timely 
contribution to understanding current 
racism in Britain and the building of 
resistance to it. It suggests numerous areas 
for campaigning, out of which it may be 
possible to build a broader anti-racist 
struggle in 1984 and beyond. 


@ British racism: the road to 1984, Race 
& Class, Autumn 1983, available from the 
Institute of Race Relations, 247 Pentonville 
Road, London N1. Price £2.00. 


The scandal of 
citizenship fees 


The Nationality Act of 1981 and 
the new immigration procedures 
introduced by the Conservative 
Government, are the centre of a 
growing network of 
discrimination and pressure on 
Britain's black population. 

One consequence of this pressure 
is that many have felt they must 
apply for citizenship. 

Not content with the passage of 
these racist laws, the Home Office is 
now making a tidy fortune out of 
their implementation. In the spring 
of 1983 the Home Office revealed, in 
evidence to the House of Commons 
Race Relations and Immigration 
Sub-committee, that the profit on 
citizenship fees in 1982-3 was 
£6.43m. This was five times more 
than the profit they had expected to 
make. ‘Rachmanism’, which 20 
years ago became a byword under a 
previous Tory government for 
making exhorbitant profits out of 
people's needs, is alive and well in 
this particular ministry! 

Naturalisation (which has now 
been extended to Commonwealth 
citizens) costs £200 and registration 
with entitlement to stay £70. Clearly 
these charges will place many on 
low incomes in the position of being 
unable to exercise their rights. 

Already the government has come 
under fire on this issue. The Joint 
Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants has mounted a 
campaign, and Home Office 
Minister David Waddington was 
severely criticised by the above 
mentioned House of Commons 
Committee. In its May report it 
stated: “it is fundamental that a 
person who is statutorily qualified 
should be able to apply for 
citizenship; there are serious social 
implications in preventing long- 
settled immigrants from exercising 
their right to full citizenship”. It is 
recommended that naturalisation 
should cost £80, entitlement 
registration should be free, 
citizenship should also be free for 
people on supplementary benefit 
and no family should pay more than 
£80 in total. 

The pressure on the government 
must be stepped up. Can you 
propose that organisations you may 
be active in protest to the Home 
Secretary and demand a drastic 
reduction in these fares? Can you 
also contact your MP to ask him/her 
if they will add their names to an 
early day motion in the House of 
Commons which demands such a 
reduction? 


_DAVE COOK 
Campaign Against Racist Laws 
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